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The March issue (Recruiting Recap) will be mailed about Feb. 15. 
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Highs and Lows of 1999 


Bobby Newcombe’s punt return against Kansas was 
a turning point in the season. By Mike Babcock 


Ralph Brown and Carlos Polk wrap up Tennessee 
receiver Cedrick Wilson. Photo by Scott Bruhn 
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Congratulations 

Congratulations Huskers, on a great 
year. What a way to begin 2000. A special 
congratulations and thank you to Frank 
Solich for being named Big 12 Coach of 
the Year. 

Congratulations to Charlie McBride 
and all of the seniors for one of the best 
defenses ever and to all of the coaches 
and all of the seniors on offense who 
have steadily improved all year. 

A special congratulations to Coach 
Osborne for being named “Coach of The 
Decade.” It was well-deserved. 

Gene Peterson 
Holiday Island, Ark. 


Oklahomans Contribute 

Congratulations to the Huskers and to 
Huskers Illustrated on another splendid 
season. 

Being a_ displaced 
Nebraskan and still avid 
Husker fan, having 
resided for many years 
now in the great Sooner 
State, I was pleased to see 
Jason Lohr, about to apply 
some hurt on Major 
Applewhite, gracing the 
cover of your latest edi- 
tion. 

A few issues ago, you 
did an extensive story on 
Texans playing for 
Nebraska. It’s time now 
for one on Oklahoma Huskers, since, 
during this past decade, Nebraska has 
plucked more than one gem from the 
state that was once home to its most 
hated rival. Such a list would include, of 
course, Will Shields, Mike Minter, Josh 
Heskew, and, presently, Jon Rutherford, 
Josh Brown, and Lohr, all of whom are 
likely to be starters next season. 

Hopefully, despite the resurgence of 
the Sooners, Nebraska will continue to 
find success recruiting in this state, where 
great high school football tradition and 
talent abound, especially in places like 
Lohr’s alma mater, Jenks, here in Tulsa, a 
perennial powerhouse and frequent 
member of USA Today’s top 25 in the 


nation. 
Don Marshall 
Tulsa, Okla. 


A Bunch of BCS 

With almost all the teams in the Big 
East and ACC losing bowl games except 
when playing each other, it is time once 
again to cry foul about the BCS. I think it 
is quite obvious that Nebraska is the 
BEST team in the country and that the 


FIESTA BOWL PREVIEW 


BCS full point for each loss in the formula 
completely outweighs the weak schedule 
of both FSU and V-TECH. I would like to 
see the V-Tech strength of schedule now 
after the 30-point loss by BC, as well as 
FSU's — Clemson lost, Georgia Tech lost, 
Florida lost. The list of bow! losers goes 
on for V-Tech as well. 

As I said last year, and I am on record 
as saying “Give Frank Time. You can’t 
judge him by one year.” He proved to me 
to be unflappable in the early season with 
the DeAngelo Evans situation and the 
tough decision of who to play at quarter- 
back. I thank Bobby Newcombe for want- 
ing what's best for the team instead of 
himself as one of the keys to our out- 
standing season. Bobby may not have as 
many yards or TDs as some on the team, 
but he is my MVP because of the two 
punt returns for TDs (the one against KU 
and of course the one in 
the Fiesta Bowl) and main- 
ly his team is first instead 


of personal goals attitude. 
Pat O'Connor 
Post Falls, Idaho 


Thanks for HI 

I would like to thank 
the staff of Huskers 
Illustrated for the out- 
standing publication that 
you fine people put out 
every week. 

Needless to say, Lama 
huge Nebraska _ football fan. 
Unfortunately, being from Southwestern 
Pennsylvania (near Pittsburgh), my cov- 
erage of the Huskers has been limited 
until I subscribed to Huskers Illustrated 
over one year ago. I truly enjoy the in- 
depth recap of games and the polished 
coverage of the following week’s games. 

In addition to the 1999 team, the staff 
did a great job reporting about past great 
teams and players that roamed the grid- 
iron of Tom Osborne Stadium. It is fun to 
personally compare past teams to the 
1999 team. I often wonder how this team 
would match up against the 1983, 
1994,1995 and 1997 teams. 

God bless and go Huskers! The new 


millennium is all about Nebraska. 
Loren Robert Weekley 
Beallsville, Pa. 


Got Something To Say? 


Please send your comments and questions to: 
Letters, 3210 NW 3rd St., Lincoln, Neb. 68521. 


You can also fax them to us at (402) 474-5132. 
We reserve the right to edit the letters for clarity, 
content and length. For those with electronic mail 
abilities, Hleditor@ aol.com. 


VOLUME ae NUMBER 2 
ISSUE 0001 


EDITOR, 
GENERAL MANAGER 
Brian Hill 


CONTRIBUTING EDITOR 
Mike Babcock 


CONTRIBUTING WRITERS 
James Hale, Todd Henrichs, Curt 
McKeever, Bob Schaller, Steve 
Sipple, Nebraska Sports 
Information Office 


CONTRIBUTING 
PHOTOGRAPHERS 
Scott Bruhn, Nebraska ‘Sports 
Information Office 


SPORTS MARKETING 
& ADVERTISING DIRECTOR 
Jeff Tuder 


NATIONAL DISTRIBUTOR 
G Associates Inc. 


Huskers Illustrated (\SSN 0279- 
3474) is published monthly January 
through May and August, bi-monthly 
June/July and weekly September 
through mid-December except open 
dates. Single issue cost $2.95; sub- 
scription rate for one year (18 issues) 
is $44.95. First Class postage is avail- 
able for an additional charge of $18.00 
per year. Foreign postage $34.00. 

Huskers Illustrated is published by 
Landmark Publications, Inc., 601 
Taylorsville Road, Shelbyville, Ky., 
40065, (502) 633-4334. Periodicals 
postage paid at Shelbyville, Ky., and 
additional mailing offices. 

Postmaster: Send address changes 
to Huskers Illustrated, P.O. Box 83222, 
Lincoln, Neb. 68501-3222. 

Address all editorial-related corre- 
spondence to Huskers Illustrated, 
3210 NW 3rd St., Lincoln, Neb. 68521. 

Reproduction or use of editorial or 
graphics content in any manner with- 
out permission is prohibited. 
Photographs and manuscripts for 
publications are welcome, but will not 
be acknowledged or returned unless 
accompanied by a stamped, self- 
addressed envelope. The publisher 
assumes no responsibility for unso- 
licited material. 

For Subscription inquiries mail to 
P.O, Box 83222, Lincoln, Neb. 68501- 
3222. Allow six to eight weeks for 
response. Give old and new address- 
es and enclose latest mailing address 
label when writing about your sub- 
scription. 


Customer Service 
1-800-524-9527 
Monday - Friday: 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
(Central Time) 


i Oniting 


Gila kibessas 


HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 5 


NO ye 


“You Play With Your Heart’ 


Injury-plagued Julch 
ready to start life 
beyond athletics 


dam Julch has 
spent half an hour 
just getting out of 


bed in the morning this 
football season. His legs 
and back have ached. 

“I’m 20-years-old in a 70- 
year-old body,” he said 
recently. 

“My back and legs, I just 
have a dull pain, constantly. 
If you’ve ever had disk 
problems, you'd under- 
stand. That’s where the 
most pain is. A lot of people 
have been saying I go 
through all this pain. But, I 
mean, it’s something I’ve 
learned to deal with. It’s 
kind of a dull pain. 

“It’s not like somebody's 
biting you. It’s not a sharp 
pain.” 

His physical ailments 
were such that Nebraska's 
senior offensive tackle and 
co-captain could have 
called it quits long before 
the Fiesta Bowl and no one 
would have questioned his 
resolve. 

The pain and frustration 
of playing at less than 100 
percent have been constant 
companions. He has suf- 
fered from back spasms 
associated with ruptured 
disks, a problem for which 
he underwent surgery 
when he was a freshman, 


Scorn Bruny 


Co-Captain Adam Julch start- 
ed every game in 1999. 


and from a left elbow dislo- 
cated during two-a-day 
practices in the fall. 

There also have been the 
lingering effects of a right 
ankle dislocated in the 
spring. 

“But you think about it, 
and you deal with what 
God gives you,” said Julch. 

“I’ve never thought 
about quitting. There’s a 
point where common sense 
comes into play. But when 
you love this game so 
much, you don’t want to let 
your teammates down. 

“And then common 


sense goes by the wayside. 
You play with your heart.” 

Occasionally, heart 
wasn’t sufficient to keep 
him on the field, however. 

“Sometimes, I’ve had to 
take myself out,” Julch said. 
“The Kansas game, I took 
myself out and said: ‘I can’t 
do it anymore.’ It’s been a 
trying experience this year. 

“T've tried to take it day- 
by-day and do what I can.” 

What he has done is start 
every game. All five interior 
linemen have. 

The other four — James 
Sherman, Russ Hochstein, 
Dominic Raiola and Dave 
Volk — have helped to keep 
him going. They’re “like my 
brothers,” said Julch. “I’m 
playing for them.” 

Because of what he has 
endured, Julch was a hands- 
down choice to receive the 
Tom Novak Award, which 
is presented annually to the 
Cornhusker senior who 
“best exemplifies courage 
and determination despite 
all odds in the manner of 
Nebraska All-American 
center Tom Novak.” 

Writing Julch’s name 
first on the media ballot was 
a no-brainer. 

He has finished his 
career with no regrets. “I’ve 
enjoyed every minute I’ve 
played,” he said. “I know 
I’m not the best player in 
the world, But I try my 
heart out and do the best I 
can.” 

He also has done his best 
in the classroom, preparing 


for when his playing career 
is over. He is a three-time 
academic all-conference 
honoree, majoring in eco- 
nomics and mathematics. 

He received a bachelor’s 
degree in December and is 
beginning graduate school 
at Nebraska in the spring 
semester. His goal is a mas- 
ter’s degree in business 
administration. 

“I'm excited to get start- 
ed in my life beyond athlet- 
ics,” he said. 

“I’m kind of excited to 
just be a regular student. I 
think I need a break from 
sports.” 

Even so, “it will be very 
hard,” he said. “I’ve been 
playing (football) since I 
was in the fourth grade. It’s 
been my life. I love sports. 
I’ve always been a part of 
organized sports. 

“1 don’t know what I'll 
do with myself. Being a 
normal student will be 
interesting.” 

The majority of his fel- 
low seniors will find them- 
selves in a similar situation. 
Only a handful will have an 
opportunity to continue 
playing football at the pro- 
fessional level. 

“T love this program, 
everything it has done for 
me,” said Julch. 

There hasn't been much 
positive about the physical 
ailments, of course. 

But it has given him 
insight into the aging 
process. “I know how my 
grandpa feels,” he said. 


NEBRASKA’S RUSHING ATTACK SHOULD HAVE ADDED THUNDER IN SPRING PRACTICE 


Barring something unforeseen, Thunder Collins should be 
enrolled and attending second-semester classes at Nebraska. 
The running back from East Los Angeles College signed a 
letter of intent with the Cornhuskers in mid-December and 


was scheduled to fly to Lincoln in early January. 

He will be able to go through spring practice and be able 
to play in the fall after redshirting and taking junior college 
classes during first semester. He will have three seasons of 
eligibility. 
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Even though Collins technically is a member of the 
recruiting class that will be announced in February, he will 
officially count against the 1999 class scholarship total. 

Collins, a running back, rushed for 1,500 yards and 23 


touchdowns as a freshman. 


He will be Nebraska's first “Thunder” since the early 
1960s, when Bill Thornton played fullback for Coach Bob 
Devaney's first team. Thornton was known by his nickname, 


“Thunder.” 


NEBRASKA’S GREATEST 

The Nebraska football pro- 
gram was well represented 
on Sports Illustrated's list of 
the century’s “50 Greatest 
Sports Figures From 
Nebraska.” 

The list, published in the 
magazine’s year-end issue, 
included 13 former 
Cornhuskers, among them 
Coach Tom Osborne and 
Johnny Rodgers in the top 
five. 

The others on the list 
were, in order: Ed Weir, Dave 
Rimington, Pat Fischer, Mick 
Tingelhoff, George Sauer, 


Charley Brock, Dean 
Steinkuhler, Guy Chamberlin, 
Glenn Presnell, Tom 
Rathman and Kent 


McCloughan. All 13 are 
native Nebraskans, although 
that wasn’t a requirement. 

The magazine picked 50 
sports figures from each 
state, based on “where they 
first showed flashes of the 
greatness to come.” 

Several Nebraska football 
players were included on the 
lists of the states in which 
they attended high school, 
among them: Irving Fryar and 
Mike Rozier, New Jersey; 
John Dutton and Larry 
Jacobson, South Dakota; 
Roger Craig, lowa; Darin 
Erstad, North Dakota; David 
Humm, Nevada; and “Link” 
Lyman, Kansas. Current 
Cornhusker Bobby 
Newcombe was included on 
New Mexico's list. 

As with any such listing, 
some that were deserving of 
recognition were left off. And 
there were glaring Nebraska 
football-related omissions, 
including Bob Devaney 
(Michigan), Tommie Frazier 
(Florida), Trev Alberts (lowa), 
Rich Glover (New Jersey) and 
Sam Francis (Kansas). 

A good case for Scott 
Frost's inclusion also could 
have been made, as could a 
case for Elmer Dohrmann, 
the university's top all-time 
varsity letterwinner. 

Frost’s mom, Carole, was 
included on the Nebraska list. 
She was a “four-time nation- 
al AAU discus champion” 
and “won a gold medal at the 
1968 Pan Am Games,” the 
magazine notes. 


What’s Happening In Nebraska Athletics? 


CLUB HONORS SOLICH AS COACH OF THE YEAR 

Frank Solich was named college football coach of the year by the Downtown Athletic Club 
of Glenwood, lowa, and will receive the club’s Tom Osborne Trophy. 

The club has been honoring a coach of the year since 1994, when Osborne was the first 
recipient. The other winners have been Northwestern’s Gary Barnett (1995), Arizona State’s 
Bruce Snyder (1996), Missouri's Larry Smith (1997) and Kansas State’s Bill Snyder (1998). 

The trophy was named in honor of Osborne following his retirement. The award-winner 
is determined by a vote of 250 college football fans from 16 states and three countries, the 
United States, Russia and Australia. 


JULCH, BROWN, SHAW EARN SENIOR AWARDS 

Senior football players Adam Julch, Mike Brown and Brian Shaw were to receive awards 
at the annual Outland Trophy banquet in Omaha in mid-January. 

Julch was to receive the Tom Novak Trophy, Brown the Guy Chamberlin Trophy and 
Shaw the Cletus Fischer Native Son Award. 


NEWSPAPER POLL CHOOSES RODGERS 

Johnny Rodgers, the Heisman Trophy winner in 1972, was chosen as the outstanding 
Cornhusker football player of the century in a vote of readers of the Lincoln Journal Star. 

“| guess fans don’t want to let me go,” Rodgers told the newspaper. “I think | represent 
something more than just me when people pick me for something like this.” 

The Journal Star received more than 1,200 ballots. In addition to Rodgers, the top five 
included, in order: Tommie Frazier, Mike Rozier, Tom Novak and Bobby Reynolds. 


BASEBALL RECRUITS INCLUDE SIX JUNIOR COLLEGE TRANSFERS 

Cornhusker baseball coach Dave Van Horn announced the signing of 13 recruits, includ- 
ing six junior college transfers and seven high school players, in mid-December. 

The transfers include infielder Jeff Blevins, Texarkana Community College; infielder 
Brandon Eymann, Lassen, Calif., Community College; infielder Willie Jones, Colby, Kan., 
Community College; infielder Miles Luuioa, Laney, Calif., Junior College; catch Jed Morris, 
Tyler, Texas, Junior College; and first baseman-outfielder Justin Seely, Northeast Texas 
Community College. 

The high school recruits include outfielder Drew Anderson, Kearney, Neb.; right-handed 
pitcher Jason Burch, Papillion, Neb.; outfielder Matt Daeges, Harlan, lowa; right-handed 
pitcher Joel Hanrahan, Norwalk, lowa; infielder Vic Martinez, Westminister, Colo.; right-hand- 
ed pitcher Mike Sillman, Omaha, Neb., and right-handed pitcher Dusty Timm, Yutan, Neb. 


LINEBACKER COLEMAN READY TO GO; RUSH END OWEN GOES HOME 

True freshman Shaun Coleman, a linebacker from Littleton, Colo., is on scholarship now 
and attending classes full-time after being a part-time student first semester. 

Coleman sat out the fall because of injury. 

Spencer Owen, another freshmen in the Nebraska football team’s 1999 recruiting class, 
has left the university and returned home to Carrollton, Mo., to farm. The highly regarded 
Owen was a rush end. 

His surprise departure had nothing to do with football or school, Coach Frank Solich told 
the Lincoln Journal Star. “It had more to do with what he wants to do with the rest of his 
life,” Solich said. 

Larry Henderson, another 1999 recruit, also didn’t finish the season. The transfer from 
West Los Angeles Community College, left the team after the final home game. 

Henderson's decision was based on problems associated with injuries, according to 
Solich. The wide receiver and kick returner had only one season of eligibility at Nebraska. 


OH, BROTHER 

Former Cornhusker Grant Wistrom managed to keep up with his brother Tracey, 
Nebraska's sophomore tight end, in scoring touchdowns. Tracey caught two touchdown 
passes during the regular season, and Grant scored his second touchdown of the season on 
a 41-yard interception return against the Chicago Bears in the next-to-last game of the St. 
Louis Rams’ regular season. 

Grant also had a 40-yard fumble return in the game but lost the ball to the Bears’ Bobby 
Engram. @ 
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Team Of The 790s: 
Nebraska or Florida State? 


Huskers have more titles, 
Seminoles have consistent top-four finishes 


AS A FAN of the Atlanta Braves (and not 
just since it became fashionable), I'd like to 
say the Braves are the “team of the ’90s.” 
But they’re not. If there is such a thing, in 
baseball, it’s the New York Yankees. 

In college football, the distinction is not 
nearly so clear. 

On the one hand, you have Nebraska, 
which won three national championships 
and finished the decade 108-16-1. 

Then you have Florida State, which just won its second 
title in the decade and recorded a record of 109-13-1. 

The only head-to-head meetings occurred exactly one 
year apart. The Seminoles defeated the Huskers 27-14 in the 
Jan. 1, 1993, Orange Bowl. A year later in Miami, a 45-yard 
field goal attempt sail wide left on the game’s final play as 
FSU held on to win 18-16. 

Florida State fans might also point to the fact that their 
team finished in the top four in at least one of the major 
polls each year in the decade. Nebraska finished among the 


Brian 
HILL 


top four in five of the 10 years. 

Were it not for a pair of fumbles deep in Texas territory 
in the regular-season meeting or maybe even the near col- 
lapse in the second half at Colorado, the Huskers would 
have had the chance to settle any dispute on the field. 

Maybe it'll happen next year. A story by David Teel of 
the Newport News (Va.) Daily Press projected Nebraska 
No. 1 and Florida State No. 2 for the 2000 season. 

It’s still only January, but the Huskers’ performance in 
the Fiesta Bowl and the wealth of talent returning has the 
fans as well as the media already looking ahead. 

You can relive Nebraska’s impressive victory over 
defending national champion Tennessee, including the clas- 
sic 99- and 96-yard scoring drives in the second half that 
took the fight out of the Volunteers. 

Contributing editor Mike Babcock also takes a look at the 
highs and lows of the 1999 season. Readers are always look- 
ing ahead, so we list the schedules through 2003 on Page 19. 

Stay tuned for the March issue. It’s (almost) all about 
recruiting. 


Feb. 2 is Signing Day. 
Watch for the special Recruiting Wrap-up 
(photos, capsules, coaches’ comments) 
in the March issue (available Feb. 17) 
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Program Took Precedence 
Over Coach’s Feelings 


Pettit’s decision to retire reflects selflessness 
rarely seen in profession dependent on ego 


TERRY PETTIT DESCRIBED the day on 
which he officially announced he was step- 
ping aside after 23 seasons as Nebraska's 
head volleyball coach as one to celebrate. 

“T think today is a great day for 
Nebraska volleyball,” he said. 

“And I really believe that. 

Those of us with less vision than Pettit 
might question his sincerity. But his con- 
cern for the Husker volleyball program is 
obviously greater than his need to continue 


BABCOCK 


coaching in it. 

He is convinced the program will thrive under the direc- 
tion of John Cook. And he is willing to allow Cook a unique 
opportunity, even though he is in his coaching prime. 

Pettit’s decision to retire from coaching at age 53 reflects 
a selflessness rarely seen in a profession so dependent on 
ego. (Tom Osborne displayed that same quality.) 

During a news conference to announce his decision, 
Pettit downplayed his contributions, choosing 
instead to emphasize the progress of the pro- 
gram, and of women’s athletics in general. 

“We have a university and an athletic admin- 
istration that is committed not to just Nebraska 
volleyball but to opportunity for women,” said 
Pettit. “Nebraska was one of the first universi- 
ties to provide that opportunity, but it has cer- 
tainly gotten better the longer we’ve been at it. 

“And the fact that we have not just a Lincoln 
community but a Nebraska community that is 


at a university that had the resources to jump into that. 
What's been fun to see is, I think no one (now) really 
doesn’t have an appreciation that all people deserve the 
opportunity to have the competitive experience. The fact 
that people have learned to be entertained by it is kind of 
gravy. But the most important thing is the opportunity.” 

Pettit’s record at Nebraska was 694-148-11 (.820), with a 
national championship in 1995. His teams won 21 confer- 
ence championships and played in 18 consecutive NCAA 
Tournaments. 

In recent seasons, the Huskers have played to capacity 
crowds and ranked among the nation’s best in home atten- 
dance. “I appreciate what I perceive as the affection the 
Nebraska community has for the volleyball team,” Pettit 
said. “And certainly some of that has to do with success. 

“But I think a lot of it has to do with the type of people 
we have in the program. I think there are certain values that 
have been carried out, how our players have competed, 
how they respect their opponent, how they handle winning, 
how they take on other more important issues 
once they graduate.” 

The measure of the program is not in victo- 
ries, of which there have been so many, but 
rather in the character of the student-athletes 
who have represented the university and the 
state so well. 

When he met with the team the day before 
making his announcement, Pettit told his play- 
ers “I really believe in the long run the most 
important thing is not whether you are an All- 


interested in the development of these women, Tere Cerne tents American, not whether your team won the con- 
a , played in 18 straight ; , 
and follows them, shows just how far we’ve ference or went to the Final Four, but in my 
NCAA Tournaments. 


come.” 

Volleyball has been Nebraska’s showcase 
women’s sport from Pettit’s first season as coach, shaping 
attitudes towards women’s athletics not only at the univer- 
sity but also in the surrounding community and in the state. 
And that influence transcends the program’s extraordinary 
success. 

Even he couldn’t have imagined where the program 
would go when he arrived from Louisburg, N.C., Junior 
College in 1977, nor could he imagine that he would lead it 
there. 

“I envisioned maybe doing this for three or four years 
and then teaching English or writing or something like 
that,” said Pettit, who has a master of fine arts degree in cre- 
ative writing. 

“What pleases me the most is when we began this 
adventure with women’s athletics 25 years ago, it wasn’t 
popular. It wasn’t popular at the University of Nebraska. It 
wasn’t popular with the people. 

“The average person on the street, if you would have 
said do women deserve the opportunity to compete, they 
would have said no. And I’m talking about bright, knowl- 
edgeable people. 

“So Title IX did something. And we were fortunate to be 


eyes, the most important thing is, you played 
four years of Nebraska volleyball. I think that 
sets those people apart,” he said. 

He controlled his emotions as he spoke for the last time 
as the Huskers’ coach. 

“T grieved,” he said. “I don’t think there’s any way you 
make a decision like this, when Nebraska volleyball has 
been such a major part of your life, and (not). I did that. But 
I did it quietly.” 

And he did it in a way that wouldn't affect the season. 

To the end, the program took precedence over his feel- 
ings. Even so, he made one request of Cook. “Emma gets to 
come in the gym,” Pettit said, referring to the younger of his 
daughters. 

“If | have something that I’m remorseful about, and I 
talk with John about this, it is that Emma won’t have the 
opportunity to bounce around in the gym with those peo- 
ple.” 

Katherine, his older daughter, grew up with the pro- 
gram. And “I think Katherine’s character and Katherine's 
success, a lot of it, were shaped by being around remarkable 
women,” he said. 

That’s what the program has meant, and will continue to 
mean. @ 
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Long Drives 
Vintage Nebraska 


When Tennessee threatened, 
Huskers turned on the power 


THIS IS WHAT teams with great character 
do. 

They push when you think they have no 
choice but to pull. They swing when it 
appears you have their back against the 
ropes. You think they must go left, but they 
go right — or up the middle. 

Really, you just don’t know. 

This is why Nebraska is officially the 
unofficial national champion after Florida 
State cleaned Virginia Tech’s clock: 
Because no team can beat the heck of the 
defending national champions defensively, 
and then drive 96 and 99 yards on back-to- 
back possessions — no team except 
Nebraska. 

And this wasn’t against some patsy like 
a Virginia Tech opponent. This was against 
defending national champion Tennessee, 
which came within four points of being 
undefeated BEFORE facing Nebraska — 
for those of you without a calculator, 
Tennessee is now 14 points and one foot- 
ball time zone away from a perfect season. 

Twice after punts where Nebraska 
backs lined up in the end zone. Twice, the 
offensive line said “COMING 
THROUGH!” and beat the tar out of the 
Volunteers, which, as a mascot takes on a 
whole new meaning after getting pounded 
by the Big Red. 

“I think definitely that was a turning point in the game,” 
quarterback Eric Crouch said. “It was definitely motivating 
for our offense. That first drive . . . it showed a lot of stami- 
na, a lot of heart of the linemen and running backs — pretty 
much everybody on the field.” 

The 99-yarder was as much a product of the first drive 
and the momentum that came from the long march. 

“T think it had a lot to do with the sideline emotions, 
too,” Crouch said. “Everybody was into it, helping one 
another out. After we scored that (96-yard drive) touch- 
down, we just told ourselves, ‘Hey, we’re going to have to 
do it again. This time it’s going to have to be 99 yards.’ We 
told ourselves we could do it — really, we did it already. 
We just went down and scored a touchdown. It was a great 
feeling knowing that we could do that. You don’t see that a 
lot.” 

Tennessee Coach Phil Fulmer agreed. 

“Not that I can remember, no — I’m sure somebody has 
taken it 99 yards, but maybe not like that,” Fulmer said. 
“Very impressive drive, both of them were.” 

NU split end Matt Davison said that was the end of the 
game, right there. 

“That's where the tide changed,” Davison said. “Up until 
then — especially right after they scored — it looked they 


SCHALLER 
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mina and heart. 
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Quarterback Eric Crouch said the 
long drives showed a lot of sta- 


had it going. But those two drives killed it, and the tide 
came our way.” 

“Yeah . . . the two drives,” NU Coach Frank Solich said. 
“Well, one we started on the 4, and the other one on the 1.” 

And???? 

“Well, when you're caught in that kind of situation and 
you’re running our offense, it really limits you because 
you're a little nervous about running the play-action pass,” 
Solich said, “you’re a little nervous about the option game 
in your own territory.” 

S0???? 

“So,” Solich continued, “you start off 
with the power game.” 

Since I was on the field, I wasn’t able to 
see the TV coverage. But what they 
should've done was used those words that 
the old Batman show did when Batman 
was pummeling a foe. 

First down from the 4... BAM!! 

First down from the 12... POW!! 

“We were able to bust a couple of plays 
very well on the first drive,” Solich said. 
“We got that first down . . . that was big.” 

Touchdown. 

First down from the 1... KABOOM!! 

First down from the 34...SLAM!! 

“Then, on the second one . . . of course 
we were able to mix in nothing but runs, 
really the rest of the time,” Solich said. 

Touchdown. Erase any comeback hopes 
Tennessee had harbored. Erase any HOPE the Vols had. 
Physical. Smash-mouth. Pick a word, any word that 
involves pounding. Look at the Tennessee players after the 
game — a nice group of kids, but the stains on their uni- 
forms, the disdain in their voices and the pained look indi- 
cated maybe they really hadn’t learned so much from 
Nebraska in 1997 that they were able to close the gap. 

Offensive guard Russ Hochstein said he and his line- 
mates were proud of the 321-yard rushing performance. 

“We take a lot of pride in that,” Hochstein said. “We 
wanted to run it all night. It seemed like every time we ran 
it, we got five yards (actually averaged 6.6 per rush). So it 
was like, ‘OK, let’s do it again.” 

Too much offense. Too much defense. Too much 
Nebraska. You really want to tug on Superman’s cape? 

Go ahead. But you'd better have a hell of a grip. 

The line loses senior tackle Adam Julch and guard James 
Sherman. They will likely be replaced by Jon Rutherford 
and Toniu Fonoti, respectively. 

“We'll be fine next year,” Hochstein said with a smile. 
“Trust me.” 


a 


Bob Schaller covers the Huskers for the Scottsbluff Star-Herald. 
He has also written several books, including “Touchdown Tommie“ 
and “Roar of Silence: The Kenny Walker Story.” 

Bob can be reached at schallerrc@aol.com. 


Frankly, Nebraska 
Is Getting A Bargain 


In his second season, Solich shows 
why he was Osborne’s hand-picked replacement 


CHANNEL SURFING for college football 
highlights the night before Nebraska ham- 
mered Tennessee in the Fiesta Bow] left me 
chuckling at Florida’s Steve Spurrier — and 
thinking of Frank Solich and what the 
school needs to do for its second-year 
coach. 

Spurrier’s team had just lost to Michigan 
State in the Citrus Bowl, and he was 
explaining, rather calmly, the implications 


Curt 
McKEEVER 


of that result. 

It was the Gators’ third straight loss — 
their first such skid since 1988 — in a 9-4 
season, which meant they were going to 
finish outside the top 10. And here was 
Spurrier, one of the most intense coaches 
in the game, shrugging his shoulders and 
with a philosophical message of “life goes 
on.” 

I suppose $2 million a year and a few 
tee times can do wonders in the aftermath 
of a frustrating season. 

Which brings me to Solich, who I 
remembered looking like he’d just gotten 
off one of those gravity-defying amuse- 
ment park rides after NU went 9-4 last sea- 
son. 

As we're quickly finding out, there’s a 
big reason why this guy was hand-picked 
by one of the greatest coaches ever to be 
his replacement. And it’s not just because 
he’s been loyal. 

Frank Solich is one tough coach. He can 
match wits with the best minds in the 
game (just ask Bill Snyder), and he knows 
how to motivate his players while keeping egos in check. 

Ata base salary of $225,000 per year, Solich makes a nice 
living. But it’s time for the Nebraska brass to do more than 
realize they're getting a dime-store bargain. It’s time to up 
the ante, significantly, and pay their coach like he’s in 
charge of one of the nation’s elite programs. 

Like Florida does with Spurrier. Like Tennessee does 
with Phillip Fulmer. Like LSU — that’s right, LSU — does 
with Nick Saban. 

It shouldn’t matter that securing a large financial con- 
tract isn’t a high priority for Solich. Of course, considering 
that his mentor had almost no concern about keeping up 
with the Joneses, that’s not surprising, either. 

But football at Nebraska generates more money than all 
but a handful of programs across the country, and hiking 
Solich’s pay should be viewed as a wise investment toward 
keeping business booming. 

We all know the Huskers have — or could easily raise — 
the money. 

We think Nebraska will always be good in football just 


Frank Solich has a 21-5 record 
after two years as head coach. 


because it’s Nebraska football. Just remember that the folks 
in Norman, Okla., used to think that about the Sooners, too. 
OK, so NCAA probation was the start of OU’s troubles. But 
poor coaching had a bigger impact on the fall of that once- 
mighty empire. 

At Nebraska, Solich is 21-5, which represents the third- 
best record by any NCAA Division I-A coach after two sea- 
sons. 

Solich might be a Cornhusker through and through, and 
at age 53 he probably doesn’t spend any time thinking 
about packing his bags. But you can bet that his accomplish- 
ments will catch the eye of someone after a 
big-time catch. 

And, if Nebraska takes him for granted, 
you can also bet that person will come 
knocking in the middle of the night to try 
and whisk Solich away. 

If not now, then perhaps following next 
season, when Nebraska should continue 
down the same path as 1999 and be right in 
the thick of the national championship race. 

“T think next year is going to be one 
where people are saying, ‘Look out for 
Nebraska,’ ” offensive guard Russ 
Hochstein said. 

At worst, NU ought to start out No. 2 in 
the preseason. 

An offense that in four of the final six 
games rushed for at least 300 yards against 
defenses that ranked in the top 25 national- 
ly against the run will return almost intact. 

The skill-position players who will be 
back accounted for 96.2 percent of the rush- 
ing yardage and 92.7 percent of the points 
this season. 

The defense will be under the direction of a new coordi- 
nator, but Craig Bohl brings the same kind of fire as Charlie 
McBride, and he'll have five returning starters along with a 
two-year starter who sat out healing up this year (Erwin 
Swiney) to build around. 

Listen to Solich talk about the possibilities of 2000, and 
it’s clear he’s comfortable with whatever lofty position peo- 
ple want to place his team. 

As as he left the Sun Devil Stadium field following 
Nebraska’s latest victory, the smile Solich wore would have 
made one think he’d just tasted his first national champi- 
onship. 

He should be paid as if his first one is just around the 
corner. 


Curt McKeever is 2 sportswriter, covering the University 
of Nebraska for the Lincoln Journal Star. In addition to 
reporting on football he is the primary beat writer for the 
men’s basketball and baseball teams. 


There was a lot to celebrate, as Mike Brown (21) congratulates Kyle Vanden Bosch (above) after a sack of Tennessee quarterback 
Tee Martin. The Huskers took an early 14-0 lead on a 60-yard punt return by Bobby Newcombe (above right). 
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Through 


Huskers use drives of 
99, 96 yards to take 
command in 31-21 
Fiesta Bowl victory 


Story by Mike Babcock 
Photos by Scott Bruhn 


hillip Fulmer spoke with respect for Nebraska follow- 
ing the Cornhuskers’ 31-21 victory against Tennessee 
in the Tostitos Fiesta Bowl game on the second day of 
the 21st Century. 

At some point during his eight seasons as head foot- 
ball coach at Tennessee an opponent might have driven 99 yards 
against the Volunteers. “But not like that,” said Fulmer. 

Nebraska covered the 99 yards with 10 plays, all runs, divided 
among four players: quarterback Eric Crouch, fullback Willie 
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Miller and I-backs Dan Alexander 
and Correll Buckhalter. 

The Cornhuskers never faced a 
third down, and used up 4:15 on the 
game clock. 

Despite trailing by only 10 points 
at the time, Tennessee didn’t take a 
timeout in an attempt to slow 
Nebraska’s relentless drive down the 
field at Sun Devil Stadium. 

It was as if the Volunteers 
accepted their fate. 

“T think we wore them down a 
lot,” Cornhusker offensive tackle 
Adam Julch said. “Their defense was 
getting tired, and we hurt a few of 
them. That’s the way it is in some 
bowl games. 

“Some people don’t condition 
well enough.” 

In this case, there might not have 
been anything Tennessee could have 
done to condition itself for the 
onslaught. Despite the claims of 
some Volunteers prior to the game 
that Nebraska’s reputation for being 
physical was a “myth and folklore,” 
the evidence didn’t seem to support 
that. 

Such words rang hollow as 
Tennessee defenders were helped 
from the field. 

The drive, capped by a Buckhalter 
touchdown from 2 yards out, elimi- 
nated any doubt about the game’s 
outcome, coming after a nine- -play, 
96-yard drive on Nebraska’s previ- 
ous possession. “If a team can take it 
99 and 96 yards on you, obviously 
they’re something special,” Fulmer 
said. 

And so the Cornhuskers were. 
Even though they had no hope of 
being voted national champions, “as 
far as I’m concerned, they are No. 1,” 
said Nebraska defensive coordinator 
Charlie McBride. 

“There’s no question about it. I 
don’t have any hesitation in my 
mind.” 

McBride tried to fight back tears 
as he spoke from the podium in an 
interview tent set up just outside the 
stadium. “Anybody that wanted to 
step up against us, we could win,” 
he said. 

A few sentences earlier, McBride 
acknowledged that he was stepping 
aside after 24 years as a Nebraska 
assistant, the last 18 as defensive 
coordinator and defensive line 
coach. 

Some players had already told 
reporters the game was his last. 

The plan had been to hold the 
announcement until after the team 
returned to Lincoln. But “I guess it’s 
pretty obvious,” McBride said, halt- 


had 
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Free safety Dion Booker leads the cheers. Booker and cornerback Ralph Brown each 
finished with eight tackles to lead the Huskers. 


ingly. “I’m going to pull the plug.” 

McBride had wanted to wait 
because “it’s not his style to tell peo- 
ple that he’s retiring so they play for 
him,” senior rover and co-captain 
Mike Brown said. “He just went 
about it quietly. 

“Some of us knew before, not 

many. I talked to the guys before the 
game because I was probably one of 
only like maybe five people that real- 
ly knew what was going to happen.” 

Brown was credited with seven 
tackles and intercepted a pass as the 
Cornhuskers contained a Tennessee 
offense that had averaged 406.2 
yards and 31.6 points per game. 

The Volunteers managed 311 
yards, but a net of only 44 rushing. 

After a 42-17 loss against 
Nebraska in the 1998 Orange Bowl 
game, Tennessee began placing more 
emphasis on the run. But “tonight 
was not a good example (of that),” 
Fulmer said. 


What offense the Volunteers 
could muster came through the air. 
Quarterback Tee Martin completed 
19-of-34 passes for 223 yards and his 
team’s first touchdown, with two 
interceptions, and wide receiver 
Cedrick Wilson passed to Donte’ 
Stallworth for Tennessee’s last score. 
Travis Henry scored the Volunteers’ 
other touchdown on a 4-yard run, to 
cap a four-play, 25-yard sequence to 
cut the score to 17-14 less than two 
minutes into the second half. 

Tennessee recovered an 
Alexander fumble on the first play 
of the half to create what little sus- 
pense the game provided a sellout 
crowd of 7 1 526. on an unusually 
cool desert night. 

The Volunteers didn’t get on the 
scoreboard until just before halftime, 
after Nebraska had built a 17-0 lead 
on Alexander’s 7-yard touchdown 
run to finish off a four-play, 43-yard 
series, a 60-yard punt return for a 


Fullback Willie Miller breaks loose on a 47-yard burst to the Tennessee 13 in the third quarter. Eric Crouch hit tight end Aaron 


Golliday with a touchdown pass on the next play to give Nebraska a 24-14 lead. 


touchdown by Bobby Newcombe 
and a 31-yard field goal by Josh 
Brown. 

“At the end of the first half, we 
lost the momentum,” Coach Frank 
Solich said the next morning. “At the 
beginning of the second half, they 
had the momentum, and we weren't 
able to get anything done on a cou- 
ple of attempted drives. It didn’t 
look good at that point in time. 

“T think there are a lot of teams 
that would have never responded 
and would have overcome that 
against a team like Tennessee. That's 
what I think makes this team great.” 

The Cornhuskers came back 
against Tennessee as they had come 
back against Kansas, in a game 
Solich called the turning point in the 
season. “They did it against Kansas 
when their backs were against the 
wall, and they did it last night when 
their backs were against the wall,” he 
said. 

“Tennessee had everything going 
its way at the end of the first half and 
the beginning of the second half. 
Some teams would have caved in. 
But I had no fear that was going to 
happen with our team. I knew they 
would come back and eventually try 


to get things going their way again.” 

Nebraska was limited to 83 net 
rushing yards in the first half, well 
off its pace for the season but nearly 
as many as Tennessee had been 
allowing, on the average, per game. 

The Volunteers ranked seventh in 
the nation in rushing defense (89.6). 

There was no panic in the 
Nebraska locker room, however. 
“We don’t really say much at half- 
time,” said Julch. “We know what 
we've got to do. They just told us to 
go out and be physical.” 

And that’s what the Cornhuskers 
did. They were sluggish on their first 
possession following Alexander’s 
fumble, picking up just one first 
down before punting. 

But their next possession was vin- 
tage Nebraska. 

Alexander carried four consecu- 
tive times. Crouch kept, then after a 
penalty for an illegal block, he com- 
pleted passes to Newcombe and 
tight end Jon Bowling, for 17 yards 
on third-and-13. 

That was the only third down the 
Cornhuskers would face in the two 
90-yard drives. 

Miller went off right guard for 47 
yards, and then Crouch tossed to 


tight end Aaron Golliday on a play- 
action pass good for 13 yards and the 
touchdown that gave Nebraska 
breathing room. 

Three-and-a-half minutes later, 
the Cornhuskers had the ball again, 
at their own 1-yard line. 

They took their cue from the pre- 
vious drive, which “showed a lot of 
stamina, a lot of heart out of those 
linemen, running backs, pretty much 
everybody on the field,” Crouch 
said. 

“Everybody was into it, helping 
one another out. We just told our- 
selves: ‘Hey, we're going to have to 
do it again. This time it’s going to 
have to be 98, 99 yards.’ We told our- 
selves we could do it. We had done it 
already. It was a great feeling know- 
ing that we could do that.” 

Nebraska finished with 321 rush- 
ing yards, with Alexander gaining 
108 and Miller 87. 

The most any TEAM had man- 
aged against the Volunteers was 144 
rushing yards. 

Tennessee won the national cham- 
pionship last season, with help from 
the lessons it learned in the 1998 
Orange Bowl game. “We got another 
lesson tonight,” said Fulmer. 
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Although he never 
wore a Blackshirt 
during his playing 
days, Nebraska’s 

new defensive 
coordinator Bohl 
understands the 
tradition 


Craig Bohl never got to wear a 
black practice jersey during his career 
as a walk-on defensive back at 
Nebraska. But he understands and 
respects the Blackshirt tradition. 

“One of the neatest experiences I 
can remember as a player was being in 
the locker room and the coach coming 
in and having all those (black) shirts in 
a box, pulling them out and throwing 
them to different guys,” Bohl has said. 
“It sent chills up and down my spine. 

“That same admiration I had for 
those players who wore Blackshirts 
when I was a player here, I have for 
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the players I coach now. It makes 
Nebraska football really special.” 

That attitude will serve Bohl well in 
his new position as the Cornhuskers’ 
defensive coordinator. Bohl, the line- 
backers coach the past five seasons, 
has succeeded Charlie McBride, who 
announced his retirement after 23 
years as a Nebraska assistant follow- 
ing the Fiesta Bowl game. 

Coach Frank Solich told a handful 
of reporters of the promotion the 
morning after the game, before the 
team left the Phoenix area to return to 
Lincoln. “I’m humbled,” Bohl said 


Charlie McBride gives his wife, Debbie, a kiss as he walks off the field after coaching his final 
game. McBride was a Nebraska assistant for 23 years, the last 18 as defensive coordinator. 


“T recognize this game is about 
teamwork. The thing that has been 
unique about Nebraska is the attitude 
of the coaches. Anything individual, I 
don’t think is a major deal. 

“But I do think we’re going to have 
to work extremely hard to replace a 
great coach.” 

Bohl has the qualifications, accord- 
ing to McBride. “I think it’s great,” he 
said. “Craig is a Nebraska person. I 
think that adds a little to it because | 
wasn’t. I was kind of an outsider. 

“Tt just has a better feel because he 
knows the state. He knows the people 


Linebackers coach Craig Bohl, who 
played for the Huskers from 1977-79, is 
the new defensive coordinator. 


in it.” 

Bohl also “has an outstanding 
knowledge of the game,” said 
McBride. 

Bohl was a Nebraska graduate 
assistant from 1981 to 1983 before 
beginning a coaching sojourn that 
included stops at North Dakota State, 
Tulsa, Wisconsin, Rice and Duke. 

He spent six seasons as defensive 
coordinator for Coach Fred Goldsmith. 
They were together at Rice for five sea- 
sons and then at Duke, where they 
produced a dramatic turnaround in 
1994. 

Bohl returned to Nebraska in 1995, 
replacing Kevin Steele as linebackers 
coach. 

Bohl will continue coaching the 
linebackers, with Solich’s planning to 
hire a replacement for McBride as 
defensive line coach. Bohl has “a lot of 
experience with the job,” Solich said. 

“He’s a very dedicated guy, puts in 
a great amount of work. I think he has 
developed a good relationship with 
the players, and above all, I think 
that’s maybe as important as any- 
thing.” 

That and his insight into the 
Blackshirt tradition. 

“One thing that Charlie wants us to 
do is continue the tradition of the 
Blackshirts,” Bohl said. “I recognize 
that is a big responsibility, and a 
tremendous opportunity.” 


Notes And Quotes From The Fiesta Bowl Game 


PLAN CALLED FOR NEWCOMBE TO SEE ACTION AT I-BACK 

Wingback Bobby Newcombe was set to see action at |-back against the 
Volunteers. “We had it planned to where he could have gotten a lot of reps (repe- 
titions) at I-back,” Coach Frank Solich said. “That did not materialize. But it was in 
play, and | felt he would have done an excellent job there.” 

The plan wasn’t to use Newcombe at I-back only in case of injuries. 

“We had a plan out of a set or two where he would run a lot of different kinds 


of things.” 
The game plan also included a “nice reverse” for Newcombe. “But there came 
a time when we worried . . . you know, you're moving the ball, you’re getting 


enough yards straight ahead on the ground that who wants to run a reverse and 
get caught for a big loss,” said Solich. 

“So the timing just wasn’t right to run that reverse.” 

Newcombe, who returned a punt 60 yards for a touchdown late in the first 
quarter, also was included on the kickoff return team. “We have a lot of things in 
to get him the ball,” Solich said. “It maybe didn’t show in this ball game, but we'll 
continue to try to get him the ball.” 

Newcombe made the punt return for a touchdown look easy. But he claimed it 
looked easy because of those around him. “The one thing | remember about that 
is just our guys doing an excellent job of blocking,” he said. “I saw a little crease, 
and tried to accelerate through that. 

“Next thing | know, Ralph Brown is making an excellent block.” 


CROUCH’S SHOULDER SURGERY GOES WELL 

Quarterback Eric Crouch underwent arthroscopic surgery on his right shoulder 
following his return from the Fiesta Bow! game. Dr. Robert Dugas, a team physi- 
cian, performed the surgery. 

The surgery went well, according to Doak Ostergard, head football trainer. 

“We didn’t see anything we didn’t expect to see in there,” Ostergard said. “We 
cleaned it up, and he will be participating in practice by the spring. We are defi- 
nitely expecting a full recovery from him.” 

Crouch, Big 12 co-offensive player of the year, will be a junior. “After talking 
with his doctors, we are very confident that he will be 100 percent next year,” said 
Coach Frank Solich. 


NOTEWORTHY 

— Crouch’s 13-yard touchdown pass to redshirted freshman tight end Aaron 
Golliday in the third quarter was Nebraska’s first in 19 quarters. 

The Cornhuskers’ last touchdown pass had been in the fourth quarter of the 
Kansas game, when Crouch and wingback Bobby Newcombe teamed up on a 49- 
yard scoring play. 

— Crouch was named the offensive player of the game. Rover Mike Brown was 
named the defensive player of the game. 

— The game was a homecoming for Brown, who went to high school in near- 
by Scottsdale. His final game at Saguaro High School also was played at Sun 
Devil Stadium. 

“| really can’t put it into words right now,” Brown said of how he felt after his 
final game as a Cornhusker. “Coming over here on the bus, | was just thinking 
about winning the game. 

“We did that. Now | can always remember my last game as a ‘W.' I’m just 
proud of, you know, all that I've accomplished in four years, all this team has 
accomplished.” 

Weakside linebacker Eric Johnson (Phoenix) and nose tackle Jon Clanton 
(Glendale) also came from Arizona. Former Cornhusker Ryan Held was a 
Tennessee graduate assistant. 

— Nebraska went into the game ranked No. 3 in both the Associated Press and 
coaches’ polls. The Cornhuskers moved up to No. 2 in the coaches’ poll but 
remained No. 3 in the AP poll following Florida State’s 46-29 victory against 
Virginia Tech in the Sugar Bow! game the next night. “As far as I'm concerned, 
they’re No. 1,” defensive coordinator Charlie McBride said of the Cornhuskers. 

McBride began his career as a full-time assistant under Frank Kush at Arizona 
State, and his first coaching victory came at Sun Devil Stadium. To be able to 
enjoy a victory in the stadium in his last game as a coach “means so much to 
me,” an emotional McBride said afterward. 

— Fullback Tyrone Uhlir, l-back Dahrran Diedrick and middle linebacker Tony 
Tata were suspended for the game for what Coach Frank Solich described as “fail- 
ure to follow team policy.” 

The suspension was only for one game. “It’s been dealt with,” Solich said. 

— The Phoenix area is known as the Valley of the Sun. But the temperature at 
game time was 55 degrees, and it dipped into the low 40s, making the game 
Nebraska’s coldest of the season. @ 
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D yA 
ON STATS 
ennessee 
Nebraska vs. T ° Fiesta Bowl (Note: Bow! stats do not count in final 1999 totals) 
RUSHING 
Name G Att. Yds. YPG TD 
Crouch, E. 12 180 889 74.1 16 
Alexander, D. 12 134 865 72.1 8 
Buckhalter, C. 11 111 662 60.2 6 
Diedrick, D. 12 57 303 ~=—-25.2 2 
Neweombo. C12 ose er wa) 8 
jewcombe, 6. S 
Tennessee 7 Evans, D. 2 1 7 370 9 
th or a 
r,t. . 
Nebraska 1 4 3 Kin mon 11 6 19 17 0 
A th ay 12 3 8 07 0 
bertson, M. 2 1 3 15 0 
Crrinrant J. 3 2 0 0.0 0 
ee eh Sean 
ondon, F. = -10,' 
UT NU NU — Dan Alexander 7-yard — PASSING | Vicars 
First Downs v7 23 run (Josh Brown kick) Crouch, E, 12 83-160-4 519 1,269 7 
Rushing 2 16 Newcombe, B. 12 11-19-1 57.9 246 «(2 
Passing 13 6 NU — Bobby Newcombe 60- Perino, J. ; H 9-1-0 99.0 9 9 
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FUTURE 
SCHEDULES 


2000 
Sept.2 San Jose State 


Sept.9 @ Notre Dame 
Sept. 23 lowa 
Sept. 30 Missouri 


=> 
Oct. 7 @ lowa State b 
Oct. 14. @ Texas Tech 
Oct.21 Baylor 
Oct.28 @ Oklahoma d 
Nov. 4 Kansas 
Nov. 11 @ Kansas State : 


Nov. 24 Colorado 


Fan Gear’ 


2001 a. Christmas Stocking, 
Sept.1 TBA b. Golf Bag, c. Pillows, 
Sept. 8 Notre Dame d. Can Cooler, e. TV Caddy, 
Sept. 15 Rice : 


Sept. 29 @ Missouri f. Legal Pad Holder, g. Video Rocker 


Oct. 6 lowa State 
Oct.13  @ Baylor For a Retailer in Your Area, Call 402-339-1053 


Oct.20 Texas Tech 2 ; : ; 3 
or E-mail us at FanGear@novia. net 
Oct.27 Oklahoma : 


Nov. 3 @ Kansas . : ; : Sea. 
Nlave10 Kansas State Available in various Nebraska Fabrics 


Nov. 23. @ Colorado 


2002 
Sept.7 Utah State 
Sept. 14 @ Penn State 
Sept.21 TBA 
Oct. 5 @ lowa State 
Oct.12 Missouri 
Oct.19 @ Oklahoma St. 
Oct.26 @ Texas A&M 
Nov. 2 Texas ————————————————< 
Nov.9 Kansas al stad KP 
Nov. 16 @ Kansas State ae Only $39 50 coe 
Nov. 29 Colorado Me ges —— 
; ot. ncludes shipping! 
Cc Full color Husker red, white and black 


2003 
Sept.6 Utah State 
Sept. 13 Penn State 


Sept. 20 @ Southern Miss. Credit Card #: Expire = 
Oct. 4 Oklahoma State Phone #: 

Octal @ Missouri Name: 

Oct.25 _lowa State Shipping Address: 

Nov. 1 @ Texas City: State: Zip: 


Nov. 8 @ Kansas Please allow 3-4 weeks delivery. 
Nov. 15 Kansas State Sendto: TCBEnterprises P.O.Box523 Springfield, NE 68059 
Nov.28 @ Colorado ' cau: (402) 253-3189 — Fax: (402) 253-3192 


bee ee ee ee ee naand 


Oct.18 Texas A&M 
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Solich’s second team showed 
the resilience of a champion 


By Mike Babcock 


rank Solich admitted con- 
cern following Nebraska’s 
24-20 loss at Texas in late 
October. 
“T worried,” he said. “I 
think as a head coach, 
you've always got to have concern as 
to how things will transpire coming 
off of a loss, and certainly when your 
team has great ambition at the start of 
the season, has set goals very, very 
high and (then) maybe a goal has been 
eliminated. 

“Twas a little concerned. But I don’t 
think our players were concerned. I 
think they felt that there was going to 
be nothing that was going to deter 
them from having a great season.” 

Concerned or not, the Cornhuskers 
needed time to recover from the Texas 
loss, which all but ended their hopes 
of achieving their goal of winning a 
national championship. 

“You have to go undefeated to win 
the national championship,” co-cap- 
tain Mike Brown said the next week. “I 
think we realize it would be a pretty 
weird situation for us to play for the 
national championship. So I think we 
just kind of tried to put that out of our 
mind and focus on our team.” 

As it turned out, Nebraska’s hopes 
of playing in the Sugar Bowl for the 
national championship were rekindled 
in late November as a result of impres- 
sive victories at home against Texas 
A&M and Kansas State and a much 
stronger schedule than that of No. 2- 
ranked Virginia Tech. 

But those hopes were wiped out by 
a 33-30 overtime victory at Colorado. 
The consensus was, Nebraska needed 
impressive victories against Colorado 
and Texas, in a rematch in the Big 12 
playoff, if it were going to overtake 
Virginia Tech in the Bowl 
Championship Series rankings. 

Even so, Solich’s second team 
showed the resilience of a champion. 

“What I think is special about this 
team is the character,” Brown said 
after the Texas loss. “I think we’re 
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going to be able to bounce back,” 
which the Cornhuskers did. 

The bounce-back came in the sec- 
ond half of a 24-17 victory at Kansas, 
according to Solich. 

“That was somewhat of a turning 
point for us,” he said. 

Although identifying one play as 
THE turning point in the season 
would be a gross oversimplification, 
Bobby Newcombe’s 86-yard punt 
return for a touchdown with 2:14 
remaining in the third quarter of the 
Kansas game certainly qualifies as a 
turning point. 

Newcombe’s touchdown gave 
Nebraska its first lead, at 10-9. 

“I didn’t see the punt until the last 
second,” said Newcombe, who made 
the play sound easy. “I caught the ball, 
got a bunch of good blocks, made one 
move here and another move there 
and was able to utilize my speed and 
run down the sideline. I got another 
great block by Ralph Brown at the 
end.” 

Ironically, Newcombe probably 
wouldn’t have been in a position to 
return that punt if the season had 
played out the way it began because 
he would have been a quarterback, 
and had he been a quarterback, it’s 
doubtful Solich would have been will- 
ing to let him return punts and risk 
injury. 

Newcombe’s switch from quarter- 
back to wingback and Eric Crouch’s 
becoming the starting quarterback 
before the third game against 
Southern Mississippi were among the 
most significant events of an eventful 
season. The week those decisions were 
made, I-back DeAngelo Evans quit the 
team. 

The events of the early-season 
made for “probably the toughest cou- 
ple of weeks, maybe month, in coach- 
ing for me,” Solich said. “But those 
days are going to come along. 

“You ask your players to work 
through things. You do it as a coach 
also. 


Bobby Newcombe’s 86-yard punt return 
for a touchdown in the third quarter of 
the Kansas game was a turning point in 
the season. 


“So we're moving forward. I feel 
comfortable about things. Our football 
team feels comfortable about things. 
You guys (reporters) will get a feel for 
that when you visit with them. 

“In any case, I’m still coaching. I 
love the game. Some days are better 
than others.” 

Obviously, Solich had many more 
good days than bad days as the season 
progressed, particularly after the 
Cornhuskers were able to rally in the 
second half of the Kansas game. 

“When you're a top program you 
always like to think that you can shoot 
for a national championship, and cer- 
tainly you'd like to think that you can 
shoot for a Big 12 championship,” he 
said. 

“But this team has been about win- 
ning football games.” 

After the Texas loss, “they got back 
on track with that right away.” 

Newcombe’s punt return helped 
get things back on track. It was among 
the highest of the highs. But there 
were many other highs, some of which 
follow, along with a few of the lows. Hf 


LOW BUT HIGH 

Nebraska averaged 265.9 rushing 
yards per game, its second-lowest aver- 
age since 1977. Last season, the 
Cornhuskers averaged 253.8 rushing 
yards per game, to rank sixth nationally 

They struggled early in the season, 
rushing for a combined 233 yards in vic- 
tories against California and Southern 
Mississippi to drop to 25th nationally 
and fifth among Big 12 teams. 

“Believe me, | would like to run for 
300-plus yards every game,” Coach 
Frank Solich said after Nebraska rushed 
for 240 yards in a 38-14 victory against 
Oklahoma State. 

“When | talk about us being a multi- 
ple offense, | think we're multiple when 
we have to be. We will still start off try- 
ing to run the football. But we will mix in 
a fair share of passes, and | believe 
that’s probably going to be the thing that 
will open up our running game a little 
bit. 

“We've been faced with a number of 
defenses that have really crowded a lot 
of people on the line of scrimmage. At 


times, you're able to make some big 
plays through the running game that 
way. 

“But it’s probably a little easier to get 
a few things done and get some big 
plays through the passing game when 
you've got everybody up close to the 
line of scrimmage.” 

Opposing defenses continued to 
crowd the line of scrimmage. But none 
had as much success in stopping the 
Cornhuskers’ running attack as did 
California and Southern Mississippi. 

Nebraska rushed for more than 300 
yards in consecutive victories against 
Texas A&M (335), Kansas State (309) 
and Colorado (356) to finish a 
respectable fourth in the nation. 


HIGH BUT LOW 

Quarterback Eric Crouch was 
Nebraska's leading rusher, with 889 
yards and 16 touchdowns on 180 car- 
ries. The last time a quarterback led the 
Cornhuskers in rushing was 1955. 

Rex Fischer rushed for 599 yards and 
three touchdowns on 133 carries. 

|-back Dan Alexander was second on 
the team in rushing, with 865 yards and 
eight touchdowns on 134 carries. The 
junior from Wentzville, Mo., made sig- 
nificant improvement, despite being 
hampered by injuries and fumble prob- 
lems. “He’s always been a physical, 
tough player,” said Solich. 

“| think he’s improved on his move- 
ment. At one time, he was pretty much a 
straight-ahead guy and that was about 
it. But now he’s showing really good 
speed at times and the ability to make 
people miss, and (he’s) using good 
judgment, when to use all his power 
and when to try to make people miss.” 

Crouch and Alexander return, as 
does Correll Buckhalter, the third-lead- 
ing rusher. 

In fact, the Cornhuskers’ top six rush- 
er will be back next season. 

Crouch led the nation’s major college 
quarterbacks in touchdowns, with 17 
(including one on a pass reception as a 
receiver) and ranked second among the 
nation’s quarterbacks in rushing 
yardage. 


HELP FROM HIS FRIENDS 

Alexander credited Buckhalter with 
helping him to improve this season. 
Among the things on which he worked 
was “trying to get my knees up,” said 
Alexander. “| worked a lot with Correll 
about that. Correll, he’s a great running 
back and he just runs with great high 
knees. 

“So | take pointers from him because 
he’s had more game experience than | 
have. 

“| look a lot of times to Correll and to 
the other backs, Coach Solich and Coach 
(Dave) Gillespie to tell me what to do 
and help me refine my techniques and 
stuff.” 

Alexander also ran more aggressively 
this season. 

“| think sometimes | was a little bit 
timid and | wasn’t running my game,” 
Alexander said. “For some reason | was 
trying to run like a prototypical I-back 
instead of just going back to how I've 
been successful. It really just came down 
to a confidence issue that | needed to 
help boost up.” 

Alexander, who is hardly a prototypi- 
cal |-back at 6-feet tall and 245 pounds, 
also got the boost from his religious 
faith. He went through “a lot of spiritual 
issues,” he said. 

“| really needed to get right with 
God.” 


FUMBLE(ITIS) 

A remarkable aspect of the 
Cornhuskers’ success this season is that 
it was achieved despite a school-record 
49 fumbles, 25 of which were lost to lead 
NCAA Division I-A. 

They posted decisive victories against 
Texas A&M (37-0) and Kansas State (41- 
15) on consecutive Saturdays despite 
fumbling a combined 18 times and los- 
ing eight. 

Three lost fumbles contributed signif- 
icantly to their 24-20 loss at Texas. 

The fumbles were a constant source 
of frustration for Solich. 

“We've looked at it from the angle of: 
Is what we're doing offensively putting 
us at more risk than what we’ve been 
doing in the past,” he said. “And that’s 


...and LOWS 
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not really been the case. 

“We've had as many balls on the 
ground just from backs and receivers 
having the ball in their arm, the quarter- 
back having the ball in his arm, and hav- 
ing it knocked out as we have had from 
trying to execute an option play. In fact, 
it has been probably more the other 
way.” 

It seemed as if the harder players 
tried to avoid fumbles, the more likely 
they were to fumble. 

“You can’t hide from turnovers,” said 
Solich. “You just can’t ignore them. But 
on the other side of it, when you address 
your players, | think you address it from 
a positive vein rather than yelling: ‘Don’t 
fumble the ball.’ | learned very early on 
in my career that doesn’t necessarily 
work. 

“So we try to be a little bit more posi- 
tive. We try to give them (ball carriers) 
things like: ‘High and tight. I'm seeing a 
little bit of that ball from behind. Roll it 
forward.’ We just use all kinds of phras- 
es, catch phrases, for them to put their 
mind on good ball technique.” 


IF HE COULD DO IT OVER... 

Nebraska took possession of the ball 
following a Keyuo Craver fumble recov- 
ery at the Colorado 16-yard line with 1:49 
remaining in regulation and the score 
tied at 27. 

Most who remained in a sellout 
crowd of 52,946 at Folsom Field in 
Boulder expected Solich to call for three 
plays into the line and then send in Josh 
Brown to kick a field goal. 

Instead, Solich called an option play 
to the left on first down. Crouch pitched 
the ball to Alexander, who couldn't get a 
hold on it, and Colorado recovered at its 
own 15-yard line. 

Five plays later, the Buffaloes had the 
ball at the Nebraska 16-yard line, with 
one second remaining and an opportuni- 
ty to win the game on 34-yard field goal 
by Jeremy Aldrich. 

Somehow the kick went wide right, 
forcing the overtime. 

Even though the Cornhuskers won 
with a touchdown by fullback Willie 
Miller in overtime, the option pitch on 
first down deserves consideration as the 
worst play of the year. 

Or, perhaps, it should be called the 
most injudicious play of the year. 

“That play drew a lot of attention,” 
Solich said three days later. “But let me 
tell you, the first play in the overtime 
series, which doesn’t seem to have 
attracted any attention to anybody, was 
one that | debated every bit as much as | 
debated before calling the sprint to the 
left in the last two minutes. 

“That was a first-down pass play. We 
were down by three points in the over- 
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Dawid Deardortt 


Nebraska fumbled a school-record 49 times, losing 25, including this one at the 
Texas 2, early in the fourth quarter of the 24-20 loss. 


time period. And believe me, a pass play 
can end up every bit like an option play 
can end up, with the ball in the wrong 
people's hands. You can get caught for 
second-and-long, which is not what 
you're looking for there.” 

Instead, Nebraska gained 4 yards on 
a pass from Crouch to split end Matt 
Davison. 

“A lot of it just comes back to the 
approach we decided to take in the 
game,” Solich said of the play calling. “It 
happens pretty quickly and you have 25 
seconds to get a play in.” 

The Cornhuskers faced third-and-3 at 
the 18-yard line in the overtime, and 
Miller gained 6 yards for the first down. 
“The way Dan Alexander was running 
the football, you say: ‘Wait a minute; do 
you give the ball to Dan Alexander or 
who do you give the ball to on this very 
important play?’ 

Nebraska's first-down and third- 
down plays in overtime, “were every bit 
as important of calls in that football 


Tackle Jason Schwab missed the sea- 
son with a knee injury but has been 
granted a sixth season. 


game as the ones where we ran the 
option,” said Solich. 

As for the first-down option, “I 
wouldn't run it again,” he said. 


FORCED TO WATCH, ALONE 

Offensive tackle Jason Schwab suf- 
fered a season-ending knee injury during 
two-a-day practices. But he remained 
involved and never missed a game, 
though having to watch road games on 
television. 

Most of the time, he watched at 
home, by himself or with roommate 
Tony Tata, a linebacker. 

Schwab went to a sports bar in 
Lincoln to watch the Kansas game, how- 
ever. 

“| got something to eat, sat there and 
watched,” Schwab said. “Then | took off. 
| left at the half and went home to watch 
the rest of the game. It's kind of funny 
listening to people talk. You want to say: 
‘Hey, you have no clue what you’re talk- 
ing about.’ But you really just kind of 
block it out.” 

Schwab watched the opener at lowa 
with his parents, who came to Lincoln 
that weekend. 

“It was just like it is before a game for 
me,” said Schwab. “| was getting sick, a 
nervous stomach, and my hands were 
shaking. And | was sitting in a chair with 
a cast on my leg.” 

Schwab was granted a sixth year of 
eligibility because of the injuries. 


ACADEMIC PERFECTION 

Senior strongside linebacker Brian 
Shaw was the first Cornhusker football 
player to maintain a perfect 4.0 grade- 
point average since offensive tackle Rob 
Zatechka (1991-94). 

Shaw, who came to Nebraska as a 
walkon, also joined Zatechka and punter 
Mike Stigge (1989-92) as the only 
Nebraska football players to be four- 
time, first-team academic all-conference 


Scott Bruhn 


4 2 


Nebraska’s rushing success depended on the development of the line, including 
sophomore center Dominic Raiola (54) and freshman guard Toniu Fonoti (77). 


selections. 

“When | came in, | didn’t really have 
a goal to go out and get a 4.0,” said 
Shaw. 

“| just wanted to be good student. 
Then come two or three years down the 
road and I've just realized that I've still 
got A’s in the classroom. Then it's some- 
thing you want to work for.” 

Shaw was a second-team Academic 
All-American, while senior rover Mike 
Brown and junior rush end Kyle Vanden 
Bosch were first-team selections. The 
Cornhuskers have had at least one first- 
team Academic All-American for 14 con- 
secutive years. They've had two the last 
three years. 

Nebraska leads NCAA Division I-A 
schools in football first-team Academic 
All-Americans with 57. Notre Dame is 
second on the all-time list with 38 first- 
team honorees. 


IT’S WHAT’S UP FRONT THAT COUNTS 

Nebraska's success rushing the ball 
depended on the development of the 
offensive line, of course. Center Dominic 
Raiola and junior guard Russ Hochstein 
both earned first-team All-Big 12 recog- 
nition, Raiola from the conference coach- 
es and Hochstein from the Associated 
Press. 

Raiola also was a first-team All- 
American according to CNN/SI.com. 

Raiola set a school single-season 
record with 140 “pancake,” or knock- 
down, blocks. Hochstein was second on 
the team with 126 “pancakes.” 

“We're not the same offensive foot- 
ball team we were last year, and they're 
certainly not the same offensive line,” 
Solich said the week before the Big 12 
playoff. 

“Many of them are the same offen- 
sive linemen. But they were young and 
inexperienced. They were guys who 
were developing in our program. And 
right now they're full of confidence.” 


Scott Bruhn 


The good news is, Raiola, Hochstein 
and tackle Dave Volk return next season, 
and Schwab, who was sidelined by a 
knee injury, was granted another season 
of eligibility by the NCAA. 


TOM SAID WHAT? 

Tom Osborne, Solich’s Hall of Fame 
predecessor, put pressure on the 
Cornhusker defense by describing it as 
potentially among the best in school his- 
tory. He made that comment during a 
guest appearance on a college football 
telecast on the Fox Sports cable net- 
work. 

“You know, | have not gotten a hold 
of Coach Osborne this week,” Solich 
said to laughter at his weekly news con- 
ference three days later. “And he has 
not gotten a hold of me.” 

As for Osborne's claim, “that remains 
to be seen,” said Solich. 

The claim was surprising, not 
because the Blackshirts didn’t have the 
potential to be as good as Osborne said 
but rather because such an assertion 


All-America selection Mike Brown led 
the Huskers in tackles for the third 
straight year. 


seemed out of character for Osborne. 

“He's looking at it probably from 
knowing the personnel we’ve had in the 
past,” defensive coordinator Charlie 
McBride said in response to a question 
about the remark. 

“The biggest thing, and I've said it 
over and over again, is the character of 
these players. | don’t know where I've 
been around a group that was probably 
self-motivated more than they are.” 

Osborne's assessment was born out. 
Nebraska’s defense ranked among the 
nation’s best. The Cornhuskers finished 
the regular season ranked in the top six 
in four major defensive categories. Only 
two other Division I-A teams could make 
that claim: Virginia Tech and Mississippi 
State. 

Nebraska ranked second in the nation 
in pass efficiency defense (87.9), third in 
scoring defense (12.5), fourth in total 
defense (252.3) and sixth in rushing 
defense (77.1). 


DOMINIC SAID WHAT? 

Raiola was placed off-limits to 
reporters by Solich and offensive line 
coach Milt Tenopir after being quoted as 
saying he hated Texas — the week 
before the Texas game. 

He also said he didn’t like the song 
“Eyes of Texas.” 

The ban was lifted the week after the 
Cornhuskers defeated Texas in a 
rematch in the Big 12 championship 
game. “| was happy it happened,” Raiola 
told the Lincoln Journal Star. 

“It made me realize to get focused on 
getting things done and not talking so 
much,” 

Raiola claimed he liked “Rocky Top,” 
the Tennessee fight song. Really. 


BROWN & BROWN 

Cornerback Ralph Brown and rover 
Mike Brown finished their distinguished 
careers at Nebraska in style. Ralph 
increased his school career record for 
pass breakups to 50, more than twice as 
many as Bret Clark (1982-84), who is sec- 
ond on the Cornhuskers’ all-time list with 
24, 

Ralph also broke his single-season 
record for pass breakups with 15. 

He is tied for third in career pass 
interceptions with 11. 

In addition, with his start against 
Tennessee in the Fiesta Bowl game, he is 
tied for first in consecutive starts all-time 
among major college football players, 
with 52. (Bowl games don’t count for 
other NCAA statistics.) 

Mike Brown led Nebraska in tackles 
for a third consecutive season and 
moved up to second on the Cornhuskers’ 
career-tackles list, with 287. Jerry 
Murtaugh (1968-70) is first with 342. 
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Mike was only the third player, and the 
first defensive back, to lead the team in 
tackles for three seasons. 

Ralph and Mike both earned first- 
team All-America honors, Ralph from the 
Walter Camp Foundation, The Sporting 
News and the Football News and Mike 
from the Football Writers and CBS 
Sportsline. 

Mike had been overshadowed by 
Ralph, who was the only Cornhusker 
included on the preseason All-Big 12 
team. But he emerged this season. He 
“is as good of a football player at the 
position as we've ever had here. Mike’s 
thing is not only his intelligence but his 
confidence,” said McBride. 

Mike was the Blackshirts’ surest tack- 
ler. “He’s probably the best tackler we’ve 
had in the secondary that | can remem- 
ber ever being around,” McBride said. 


ONE DAY AT A TIME 

The season didn't start all that well 
for Solich. There were rumors that 
Crouch was considering quitting the 
team after Bobby Newcombe was 
named the starting quarterback. The 
rumors were fueled by a Solich visit to 
Omaha, Crouch's home, on the Monday 
after the announcement. 

Backup quarterback Jay Runty did 
quit the team at that time, and it 
appeared Buckhalter also had quit the 
team after he skipped three days of prac- 
tices and meetings. 

The biggest surprise, however, was 
the departure of starting I-back 
DeAngelo Evans, who left the team after 
the California game. “Certainly that’s 
disappointing and difficult for everybody 
involved,” Solich said during his weekly 
news conference the next Tuesday. 

“| think it’s difficult for DeAngelo. It's 
certainly difficult for this football team. 
It's difficult for our coaches. You never 
want to have a player, for whatever rea- 
son, not be able to finish out the season 
or finish out his career at your school. 
But that is the way it is. And we will just 
need to move forward.” 

Evans didn’t handle the situation 
well, making disparaging comments 
about Solich, who had supported him 
through difficult times with injuries. The 
situation contributed significantly to 
what Solich called probably “the tough- 
est couple of weeks, maybe month, in 
coaching for me. 

“But those days are going to come 
along. You ask your players to work 
through things. And you do it as a coach 
also. So we’re moving forward. | feel 
comfortable about things. Our football 
team feels comfortable about things. I'm 
still coaching. | love the team. | love the 
sport. 

“Some days are better than others." 
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Inspirational 


Sophomore forward 
Truscott returns from 
injury to help Huskers 

knock off Minnesota 


ouis Truscott tried to explain 

his inspirational, off-the- 

bench performance in 

Nebraska’s surprising 90-78 
victory against Minnesota on New 
Year’s Eve afternoon. 

“It had to be the socks,” Truscott 
said with a smile. 

His socks had been pulled up to 
his knees. 

They didn’t explain how he had 
scored 15 points in just 19 minutes 
against a Golden Gopher team that 
brought an 8-1 record to the Devaney 
Sports Center, however. 


What did motivate him was the 
opportunity to play after missing 
three games because of a knee injury 
suffered during a practice in which 
teammate Steffon Bradford had fallen 
onto the knee. 

Truscott was watching a drill at 
the time. 

He was expected to miss another 
game, but “I was really anxious to 
get back,” said Truscott. “It was hard 
sitting on the bench, watching the 
team struggle and not being able to 
contribute. 

“T got tired of missing all the big 
games.” 

Actually there was just one big 
game he missed. He had to watch in 
street clothes as Nebraska lost to No. 
4-ranked Arizona 80-59 at Las Vegas 
in mid-December. 

He also missed home games 
against San Francisco and Oral 
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Mien vs. 


Roberts. 

“He kept telling me he was going 
to play (against Minnesota),” Coach 
Danny Nee told reporters afterward. 
“He was a godsend. He got really 
tired, but he saved our butts.” 

The sophomore from Houston 
sees that as his role for now. Even 
though he started the two games in 
the Ameritas Classic, he’s comfort- 
able coming off the bench. “My role, 
I think, is giving a spark to the team, 
hustling, rebounding, running the 
floor and getting open shots,” 
Truscott said. 

And he’s capable of hitting the 
open shots when he gets them. He 
shot 50 percent from the field during 


Louis Truscott (51) came off the bench 
to score 15 points in just 19 minutes 
against the Golden Gophers. 
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Notes And Quotes From The Basketball World 


MEN FINISH NON-CONFERENCE SCHEDULE WITH 7-6 MARK 

Danny Nee’s team finished its non-conference schedule with a winning 
record for a 19th consecutive winning season. The Cornhuskers won their last 
three non-conference games to go 7-6. 

Nebraska had dropped to 4-6 after losses at Arizona (80-59) and to San 
Francisco (64-60). 

The Cornhuskers defeated Pacific 92-68 at the Devaney Sports Center to 
wrap up non-conference play and give Nee victory No. 250 at Nebraska. He 
went into Big 12 Conference play needing only three victories to tie the late Joe 
Cipriano on the school's all-time list. 

Cipriano’s teams won 253 games in 17 seasons. 


PACIFIC GAME HOMECOMING FOR FOUR PLAYERS 

The Pacific game was a homecoming for four Tiger players from Nebraska: 
Mike Preston (Omaha), Mike Hahn (Lincoln), Tom Cockle (Raymond) and Dan 
Masters (Plattsmouth). 

Nee said he scheduled Pacific, in part, because “it was just the right thing 
to do. | wasn’t going to deny Nebraska kids coming back to Nebraska just 
because we might lose,” he said. 

Also, Pacific agreed to a two-for-one arrangement. 

The Tigers will play in Lincoln again in the Ameritas Classic next season and 
Nebraska will play at Pacific on the way back from the Hawaii Rainbow Classic 
the season after that. 


CENTER FFRIEND NAMED ‘ROOKIE OF THE WEEK’ 

Kimani Ffriend was the Big 12 “Rookie of the Week” for his play in victo- 
ties against Oral Roberts (80-65) and Minnesota (90-78) at the Sports Center. He 
scored 33 points, pulled down 28 rebounds and blocked six shots in the two 
games. He hit 12-of-17 free throws against Minnesota. 

Ffriend, a junior college transfer who has had the unenviable task of 
replacing Big 12 “Player of the Year” Venson Hamilton, blocked 43 shots in the 
13 non-conference games. He was on pace to break the school single-season 
record of 91 blocks, set by Derrick Chandler in 1991-92. 


BRIEFLY NOTED 

— The Cornhuskers pulled down 60 rebounds in the Oral Roberts victory. It 
was the first time since Dec. 4, 1992, that Nebraska had grabbed 60 or more 
rebounds in a game. 

Ffriend led the way with 21, a Sports Center and Big 12 single-game 
record. Nebraska out-rebounded eight of 13 non-conference opponents. 

— Larry Florence scored 12 points against Pacific to pass 1,000 for his 
career. The senior forward and co-captain from Phenix City, Ala., became the 
22nd Cornhusker to reach that total. 

— Coach Paul Sanderford’s Husker women were a disappointing 6-5 in 
non-conference play. 

— Junior guard Melody Peterson, a transfer from Stanford University, was 
reinstated by the NCAA and played her first game at Nebraska in a 78-74 loss 
against Alabama-Birmingham in the opening game of the St. Peter's Holiday 
Classic at Jersey City, N.J., in late December. 

Peterson scored 12 points in the game. 

It appeared she would be forced to sit out this season, but the NCAA's 
Administrative Review Subcommittee granted her request to be immediately 
eligible on Dec. 21. 

The official letter of reinstatement was received on Dec. 23. 

The 5-foot-9 Peterson played in 27 games at Stanford in 1997-98, averaging 7.4 
points and 2.7 rebounds. She played in 23 games for the Cardinal as a freshman 
in 1996-97. She already has earned a bachelor’s degree in political science and 
African-American studies at Stanford. 

— Senior guard Nicole Kubik just missed a triple-double in the Huskers’ 89- 
86 victory against Washington, finishing with 23 points, 10 assists and nine 
steals. 

— Sanderford’s players became road warriors at the end of the non-con- 
ference schedule. Their last four games were on the road. They played at 
Wyoming, traveled across country for two games in Jersey City, N.J., and then 
headed back west to play at Cal-Santa Barbara. @ 
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Junior point guard Danny Walker, a 
junior college transfer, has established 
himself as Nebraska’s top three-point 
threat. He hit 29-of-69 shots from three- 
point range during non-conference play. 
Sophomore Cary Cochran struggled in 
three-point shooting, hitting only 19-of- 
70 in the first 13 games. 


the non-conference season, and hit a 
couple of three-pointers to boot. 

His shooting has shown marked 
improvement since last season, when 
he hit only 38.6 percent of his field 
goal attempts and averaged 3.3 
points — averaging 12.4 minutes per 
game. 

Those statistics didn’t reflect what 
he had in mind for his first collegiate 
season. 

He played four years on the varsi- 
ty at Houston’s Charles Milby High 
School and ranked among the state’s 
top 100 recruits, earning all-district 
and all-region honors as a senior. 

He expected to pick up right 
where he left off when he arrived at 
Nebraska. 

“T thought it was going to be easy 
coming in as a freshman,” Truscott 
said. “I had my hopes up high, think- 
ing I was going to come in and domi- 


nate the league. I really thought so. 

“But everything happened so fast 
I found myself lost at times. In high 
school I was basically more athletic 
than my opponents, so I was able to 
go out and just play. 

“In college you've got to be ready 
mentally.” 

The mental preparedness was 
even more important when Big 12 
Conference play began. 

“Tt was like a whole different level 
for me mentally and physically,” he 
said. 

By season’s end, he felt more com- 
fortable. The last four games “were 
my best,” said Truscott, who realized 
by then “since I wasn’t going to 
dominate, I was just going to have to 
come off the bench and help the team 
any way I could, picking up loose 
balls and doing a little scoring.” 

He scored what was then a career- 
high 12 points and grabbed seven 
rebounds in the Cornhuskers’ 69-50 
victory against Texas Tech at Big 12 
Tournament at Kansas City, Mo. 

Truscott had help dealing with 
the frustrations of his first collegiate 
season and the demands of being a 
student and far from home. His wife 
Linda and his daughter Janiah 
Chinwe, who is now a year and a 
half old, accompanied him to 
Lincoln. “It helped having them 
here,” he said. 

“I think they’re my biggest fans. 
They support me when I’m going 
bad.” 

Linda and Janiah are regulars at 
games at the Devaney Sports Center. 

Janiah might be playing there for 
Coach Paul Sanderford some day. 

Louis got her a mini basketball, 
and “she’s got a little goal,” he said. 
“She’s throwing it through the rim, 
learning how to dunk. I know she'll 
be tall. Hopefully, she'll be a basket- 
ball player.” 

Janiah “catches on quick to a lot of 
things,” he said. 

So does her father, who has 
improved significantly in all areas 
since last season. 

He came off the bench to score 10 
points in the Cornhuskers’ final non- 
conference game, a 92-66 victory 
against Pacific at the Sports Center. 
He was 4-for-8 from the field, includ- 
ing 1-for-1 from three-point range, 
and he pulled down four rebounds 
in 18 minutes of action. 

“T feel I’m 100 percent,” he said 
afterward. “I’ve been running and 
jumping, doing my usual things. It 
(the knee) hasn’t been giving me any 
problems. So I’m pretty much 
back.” 
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Pettit’s replacement 
always thought he’d 
be back at Nebraska 


By Todd Henrichs 


ohn Cook is a West Coast 
guy with Midwest values. 
How else could you 
explain Cook’s obsession 
with someday leading the Nebraska 
volleyball program? Cook cut his 
coaching teeth not far from the 
beaches of San Diego, a hot bed for 
top talent far from the chilling winter 
temperatures of Lincoln. 

Surely, there were coaching 
opportunities away from the Snow 
Belt. Just not any that approached 
the importance of coaching at the 
University of Nebraska. 

“IT coached here from 1988 
through 1990, and there was some- 
thing inside me that always thought 
I’d be back here someday,” Cook 
said on the day he replaced NU 
coaching legend Terry Pettit. “This is 
a dream come true for me.” 

The much-anticipated handoff 
happened last month when Pettit 
stepped down after 23 seasons. Cook 
was Pettit’s hand-picked successor. 

Cook, 43, spent this past season as 
associate head coach at NU, soaking 
up the traditions of Husker volley- 
ball and every morsel of knowledge 
he could glean from Pettit in their 
final season together on the bench. 

Cook said he’s confident, but 
knows there are big shoes to fill. 
Although the coaching change has 
been planned for months, he said its 
magnitude didn’t set in until the 
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John Cook compiled a 161-73 overall mark in seven seasons at Wisconsin before 
returning to Nebraska as associate head coach. 


Nebraska program celebrated its 25th 
anniversary in November. 

More than 8,000 were at the Bob 
Devaney Sports Center, a crowd that 
included many of Nebraska’s former 
All-Americans. 


“After Terry got up and talked 
and I saw those alumni out there, it 
just hit me like a thunderbolt,” Cook 
said. “I thought, “Boy, this is much 
bigger than I ever imagined.’ “When 
they were reading off all the accom- 


plishments, I felt a little bit over- 
whelmed.” 

Pettit, however, said few are qual- 
ified to assume what he called the 
best coaching job in collegiate volley- 
ball today. Close friends, Pettit knew 
Cook possessed the qualities needed 
to succeed at Nebraska. 

“John grinds away until he gets it 
right,” Pettit said. “As a head coach, 
if you want to have a successful pro- 
gram, you have to battle. 

“We needed to have somebody 
who had already been successful, 
had already developed a program.” 

Cook did that at Wisconsin, his 
first major head-coaching assign- 
ment. In seven years there, far, far 
from the California coast, Cook twice 
directed the within a win of the final 
four. He compiled a 161-73 overall 
mark and won a Big 10 Conference 
championship. 

Big 12 champ Nebraska finished 
27-6 this past season, and if All- 
American Nancy Meendering 
doesn’t redshirt to play with the U.S. 
Olympic team, the Huskers will have 
seven of their top eight players back 
next year. 

Before handing over the job, Pettit 
told Cook there’s more talent return- 
ing than ever before in NU’s pro- 
gram. Husker players supported 
Cook, saying his appointment means 
little will change at Nebraska. 

Cook’s coaching strengths are cen- 
tered on defense, an area where 
Nebraska has struggled at times 
against the very best teams. Much of 
his philosophy is based on intensive 
strength and conditioning training. 

“Coach Cook has a lot of energy,” 
outgoing senior Mandy Monson said. 
“He will not only maintain the pro- 
gram but he will make it better so 
that Nebraska can contend for 
national championships for years to 
come.” 

Cook, who earned a bronze medal 
coaching with the 1992 U.S. men’s 
Olympic team, has championship 
experience. He led Francis Park High 
School in San Diego to two state 
championships in a coaching stint 
from 1981-88. During that time, he 
also served as top assistant at 
California-San Diego, an NCAA 
Division III school which won the 
1984 national title. 

Cook earned degrees from San 
Diego and San Diego State, where 
wife Wendy was an All-American 
setter. They are parents to two young 
children, daughter Lauren and son 
Taylor. 

Family is important to Cook, just 
as it is to Pettit. With a young daugh- 


ter at home and another playing vol- 
leyball at Colorado State, Pettit 
resigned in order to spend more 
quality time with them and wife 
Anne. 

Pettit made volleyball his full-time 
passion as coach, not only turning 
Nebraska into a top collegiate pro- 
gram but also adding his influence to 
the game at the national, high school 
and club level. 

Nebraska alone has more than 40 
high school products spread 
throughout the country at NCAA 
Division I programs. Cook said one 
of his most important jobs is to con- 
tinue the tradition where young girls 
in the state aspire to become 
Huskers. 

Pettit, 53, will turn his attention to 


an administrative position created by 
athletic director Bill Byrne. Pettit will 
be available as a sounding board for 
all coaches on the Nebraska staff. 

Pettit says he will be at the volley- 
ball matches as well, watching his 
former team and watching Cook on 
the sideline. He said bringing Cook 
back to Nebraska was his most 
important recruit. 

And while some coaches might be 
intimidated with Pettit looking over 
their shoulder, Cook said he 
wouldn’t have it any other way. 

“He's such a close friend and such 
an important part of my life, I just 
think it will be great to have him 
around,” Cook said. “The thing that 
attracted me is he’s going to be one 
of my coaching mentors.” Hl 
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Husker junior Vering 
returns to aggressive 
style that made him a 

high school legend 


By Steve Sipple 


rad Vering is a Nebraska 
high school legend, one of 
the best wrestlers the 
state has ever produced. 
The Howells native 
captured three state championships 
and finished his prep career 148-2. 
He won Junior National Greco- 
Roman titles in 1995 and 1996, earn- 
ing Outstanding Wrestler honors in 
1996. He also won the Junior 
National freestyle championship in 
1996. 

But during his first two collegiate 
seasons at Nebraska, Vering says, he 
wrestled “well enough to get by.” 

By his lofty standards, that’s not 
nearly enough. 

“But I feel I’m wrestling now 
kind of like I did in my last few 
years of high school,” he said. “Back 
then I was going out and really 
shooting on people more. I was a lot 
more aggressive. The last couple 
years, I haven’t really attacked like I 
wanted. 

“Now I’m really hungry. I’m 


Nebraska 197-pounder Brad Vering started the second semester with a 16-1 record 
and No. 3 national ranking. 


starting to figure out the whole col- 
lege game.” 

The improved version of Vering 
took a 16-1 record and No. 3 nation- 
al ranking into Nebraska’s second- 
semester sprint toward the March 
16-18 NCAA championships in St. 
Louis. The 197-pound junior gener- 
ated a truckload of confidence by 


winning the prestigious Midlands 
Tournament Dec. 30 in Evanston, III. 

The last Nebraska wrestler to cap- 
ture the Midlands event was Bill 
Scherr in 1984. Scherr went on to 
win the 190-pound NCAA title that 
year. 

Cornhusker Coach Tim Neumann 
believes Vering can repeat Scherr’s 


path. More important, so does 
Vering. 

“Brad doesn’t just say he expects 
to win — he believes in his heart 
and soul he’ll win the rest of his 
matches,” Neumann said. 

Said Vering: “It seems like last 
year when I’d wrestle guys in the 
top 20, I was just trying to get by. 
Now I’m trying to put them away, 
making it so they don’t want to 
wrestle me again. 

“T just want to wrestle well 
enough that nobody will want to 
draw me at the national tournament. 
That’s my goal. | want to put that 
fear into everybody.” 

Vering already has made it clear 
he’ll be among the favorites in his 
weight class at the NCAA meet. 
Entering a Jan. 7 dual at Minnesota, 
he led the team with six pins and 
owned victories against seven 
wrestlers who were ranked at the 
time he faced them, including an 8-0 
triumph against No. 5 Pat Quirk of 
Illinois in the Midlands’ champi- 
onship match. 

Vering suffered his only loss Dec. 
19 in the finals of the Reno (Nev.) 
Challenge, surrendering a takedown 


in the final 10 seconds of a 3-2 set- 
back against second-ranked Mark 
Munoz of Oklahoma State. 

Vering felt he wrestled Munoz 
well enough to beat him. Vering 
spent most of the match moving for- 
ward, Munoz backward. Vering 
came close to scoring a couple take- 
downs. In the final moments of the 
match, Vering was in a defensive 
mode. He relaxed for a second, and 
Munoz used an inside trip to take 
him down. 

Immediately afterward, Vering, 
still in his wrestling boots, ran two 
miles to the team hotel, where he 
needed time to think. 

“The sooner you can get over a 
loss like that, the better off you are,” 
he said. “I was pretty pumped up. I 
ran through some weird neighbor- 
hoods, but I didn’t even think about 
it. It was just my way of blowing off 
steam and pushing away the loss as 
quickly as I could.” 

As a 177-pound freshman in 1997- 
98, Vering finished 33-9 and failed to 
place at the NCAA meet. Last season 
he finished 26-9 at 184 after winding 
up fourth at nationals. 

Those would be regarded as 
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strong seasons by most underclass- 
men. But Vering had higher expec- 
tations coming out of high school. 

“T wanted to be a four-time 
national champion. That was one of 
my goals,” Vering said. “I really felt 
I could do that. 

“Thad a good year as a freshman; 
I just didn’t have a good national 
tournament. It was really frustrat- 
ing. I spent the whole year after that 
tournament really concentrating on 
(the next NCAA meet). 

“But then my sophomore year 
wasn’t as good as I expected it to be. 
[hurt my knee a little, and it slowed 
me down.” 

Vering, however, made a strong 
season-ending run last year, finish- 
ing runner-up in the Big 12 at 184 
pounds behind budding Iowa State 
legend Cael Sanderson, who went 
on to capture the NCAA crown as a 
freshman. Vering earned All- 
American status with his fourth- 
place finish at nationals. 

“| kind of got in a slump at the 
beginning of last year, but I feel 
great right now,” Vering said. “And 
I don’t feel like I’ve really turned it 
on yet.” 
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California recruit ‘has a 
little fun’ in announcing 
commitment to NU 


By James Hale 


ometimes things are so 
intense in recruiting, it is 
good to have a sense of 


humor. We don’t always 
look at it that way, but when you 
think about things for a minute, a 
sense of humor is a must during the 
hectic time of recruiting. 
Nebraska Coach Frank Solich 
had his sense of humor tested 
recently, when the Cornhuskers 


Nebraska Commitments for 2000 


Player 

Willie Amos 

Jake Andersen 
Manaia Brown 
Terrell Butler 
Thunder Collins 
lra Cooper 

Sandro DeAngelis 
Mike Erickson 
Martin Flaum 

T.J. Hollowell 
Lanny Hopkins 
Steve Kriewald 
DeWayne Long Jr. 
Lornell McPherson 
Ross Pilkington Loveland, Colo. 
Nick Povendo Keller, Texas 

Jason Richenberger Liberty, Mo. 

Chris Septak Millard (West), Neb. 
Bernard Thomas 
Ben Zajicek 


Sweetwater, Texas 
Denver (Mullen) 
Granger, Utah 


Rowlett, Texas 
North Loup-Scotia 


Beatrice, Neb. 


picked up their 15th commitment 
of the 2000 class. Bernard Thomas 
(6-foot-4, 235 pounds, with 4.6 
speed in the 40-yard dash) of 
Mountain View (St. Francis), Calif., 
is an outside linebacker/defensive 
end with tremendous ability and a 


Hometown (school) 


Austell (Pebblebrook), Ga. 
Los Angeles (East L.A. College) 6-2 
Omaha (Westside), Neb. 
Buffalo, N.Y. (St. Joseph Coll.) 5-9 
Papillion (Papillion-LaVista), Neb. 6-4 
Denver (Northglenn), Colo. 6-5 
Copperas Cove, Texas 6-1 


West Des Moines (Dowling) lowa 
Omaha (Central), Neb. 


Mountain View (St. Francis), Calif. 6-4 


Ht. Wt. 
6-1 180 
6-2 305 
6-4 280 
5-10 190 
210 
220 
195 
260 
280 
220 
6-2 185 
§-11 250 
6-1 205 
5-11 175 
6-1 175 
6-5 285 
6-3 210 
6-4 235 
235 
6-1 205 


6-1 1/2 


tremendous sense of humor. 

“I guess I had Coach Solich going 
for a moment when I committed to 
them,” Thomas said with a laugh. “I 
knew that I wanted to go to 
Nebraska even on my trip to USC. 
So, as soon as I got back from that 
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trip I called Coach Solich, and I told 
him that I had committed. Of 
course, I had to let the thought hang 
there for a little bit to get him won- 
dering if I had committed to USC. 
Then, I jumped in and said that | 
had committed to Nebraska. 

“T am a little bit of a prankster, 
and I wanted to have a little bit of 
fun with the whole thing. Coach 
Solich had a laugh and he didn’t 
seem to mind to much.” 

Once Solich got over the initial 
disappointment, we can assume 
that he was ecstatic to land one of 
the top players out of California. 
Thomas was a do-everything guy at 
St. Francis, playing middle line- 
backer, nose guard, defensive end, 
defensive tackle and fullback. 

Despite teams trying to avoid 
Thomas at all costs, he still made 
close to 100 tackle, had six sacks, 12 
tackles for losses, three fumble 
recoveries and two forced fumbles. 
Just think of the numbers Thomas 
could have posted if teams didn’t 
run away from him 75 percent of 
the time. 

Thomas isn’t a bad fullback 
either, rushing for 430 yards at 7.2 
yards per carry and catching four 
passes for another 100 yards. 

Thomas admits that his visit to 
Lincoln Dec. 10 sewed things up for 
him. 

“T just fit in with the players so 
well that I knew almost immediate- 
ly that Nebraska was going to be 
the place for me,” Thomas said. 

“T really fit in with Carlos Polk, 
who was my host, and guys like Joe 
Walker, Eric Johnson and Wilson 
Thomas showed me a real good 
time. They made me feel as if I was 
already part of the team. I could tell 
that they really cared about me and 
that it was genuine. They were hon- 
est with me about their school, and 
that is what I wanted to hear.” 

Thomas will play in the 
California/Texas high school all- 
star game this summer. The 
Huskers recruited him as a rush 
end. 

Nebraska recently received five 
other commitments, including 
Texas top 100-linebacker talent T.J. 
Hollowell (6-2, 215, 4.6) of Copperas 
Cove, Texas. Hollowell is the team- 
mate of the celebrated Vontez Duff 
who committed to Notre Dame. 
However, Hollowell doesn’t take a 
back seat to anyone, and that 
includes Duff. Hollowell had a great 
visit to Nebraska Dec. 10 and chose 
the Huskers over Texas A&M and 
Oklahoma. 


Big 12 Recruiting Update 


Longhorns Again 
Build Top Class 


s we head down the home stretch of the 2000 recruiting season, 
A let’s take a look at each Big 12 team. 
Nebraska will have one of the top ten classes in the country. 
Offensive lineman Martin Flaum of Denver (Northglenn), Colo., 
tight end Chris Septak of Omaha (Millard West), Neb., and linebacker Ira 
Cooper of Omaha (Westside) highlight the Cornhusker commitments. 

Texas may have the top class in the country with its 14 commitments. 
Certainly, the Longhorns have put together the top group of defensive 
linemen in Sonny Davis of Austin (Lanier), Texas, Steve Lee of 
Shreveport (Evangel), La., Marcel Moses of Texas City, Texas, and Adam 
Dorion of Duncan, Okla. 

Colorado's recruiting picked up steam in December, as the Buffs now 
have 15 commitments. Quarterback Craig Ochs of Boulder (Fairview), 
Colo., is considered one of the nation’s best, and linebacker Sean Tufts of 
Englewood (Cherry Creek), Colo., is as well. However, Tufts will be 
coming off ACL surgery. 

Oklahoma had 12 oral commitments and two junior college signees at 
press time. The Sooners signed junior college All-America offensive line- 
man Howard Duncan of Butler (Kan.) Community College and pass 
rushing defensive end Marcus Chretien of Navarro (Texas) JC. Offensive 
line commitment Wes Sims of Weatherford, Okla., is regarded as a first 
team All-American. 

Texas A&M is off to a slow start, but it is putting together one of the 
top defensive back classes in the country. Cornerback Dawon Gentry of 
Denison, Texas, is a recent commitment who rushed for more than 1,800 
yards as a tailback this past year. Cornerback Jonte Buhl of Pflugerville 
(Connally), Texas, and free safety Adam Black of Houston (Cy Falls) are 
top-100 Texas talents, with Black drawing national attention. 

Missouri has been on a roll lately, picking up oral commitments from 
defensive tackle Micah Minshall of Olathe (North), Kan., and quarter- 
back Cody Buford of Raytown (South), Mo. 

Oklahoma State fans are going crazy over the commitment of blue 
chip running back Tatum Bell of DeSoto, Texas. Bell is ranked as one of 
the top five running backs in the country and a top-10 talent in Texas. 
The Cowboys also have a commitment from highly touted cover corner 
Corey Alexander of Houston (Forrest Brook). 

At Kansas, the Jayhawks have 11 commitments, headed by wide 
receiver Jonathan Thompson of Kilgore, Texas, and place-kicker Chris 
Tyrell of Liberty, Kan. 

Kansas State has four known commitments, but running back Josh 
Scobey of Northeastern (Okla.) A&M JC is one of the top junior college 
running backs in the nation. 

lowa State had eight commitments at press time, beating Nebraska on 
Ja‘Maine Billups of Omaha (Central) has given their ailing program a 
boost. Linebacker Brett Kellogg of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, is highly thought 
of as well. 

Baylor had six oral commitments, led by running back Jonathan 
Golden of Sugar Land (Clements), Texas. 

New Texas Tech Coach Mike Leach got a late start, and the Red 
Raiders had no commitments at press time. However, the former 
University of Oklahoma offensive coordinator brings a great offensive 
reputation to Lubbock and already he has peaked the interest of the 
nation’s top receiver — Roy Williams of Odessa (Permian), Texas. 
Williams was thought to be leaning toward Texas, but now the local boy 
may stay home. @ 
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Linebacker Lanny Hopkins (6-3, 
185, 4.5) of Rowlett, Texas, chose 
Nebraska over Texas A&M, 
Memphis and Oklahoma, and run- 
ning back Willie Amos of 
Sweetwater, Texas, picked the 
Huskers over Texas Christian. 
Amos rushed 188 times for 1,400 
yards and 15 touchdowns but is 
likely to play receiver at Nebraska. 

Nebraska also dipped into the 
State of Georgia to get a commit- 
ment from speedster Terrell Butler, 
a 5-10, 190-pound cornerback/wide 
receiver from Austell (Pebblebrook) 
and Utah for defensive lineman 
Manaia Brown, a 6-4, 280-pounder 
from Granger. 

The Huskers apparently had yet 
another linebacker in Aurmon 
Satchell (6-2, 205, 4.55) of Denver 
(Jefferson). Satchell committed to 
Nebraska but later changed his 
mind and committed to Texas 

It has always been apparent that 
Nebraska was waiting and scouting 
around the country trying to find 
the quarterbacks that would be just 
right for their multiple-option 
offense. Thanks to recent visits, it 
looks like they have their eyes on at 


least two quarterbacks and will get 
a shot at one more in January. 

Corey Webster (6-1, 180, 4.55) of 
St. Francis, La., is a three-year 
starter who visited in December. 
Running the Wing-T, Webster 
threw for 1,581 yards and 23 touch- 
downs, while rushing for 197 yards 
this past season. 

“T really liked my trip to 
Nebraska,” Webster said. “I can 
really see myself playing for 
Nebraska someday, but I am still 
going to look around a little bit. I 
have already been to Baylor and 
liked Nebraska a lot more than 
them. I am going to visit Tulane 
and Southern Mississippi in 
January, and then I will decide. I 
would say Nebraska is my leader 
right now.” 

Chris Kelly (6-2, 205, 4.7) of 
Germantown (Seneca Valley), Md., 
was having a tough time deciding 
between Nebraska and Maryland 
after his visit to Nebraska in 
December. Kelly went to the visit 
on a high, after quarterbacking 
Seneca to a state championship and 
13-0 record. Kelly completed 80 of 
115 passes, for 1,389 yards and 22 
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touchdowns, with only three inter- 
ceptions. 

Kelly loved his visit to Nebraska, 
but Maryland is the home school, 
and the two are nip-and-tuck. 

“T just really have to sit down 
and decide what is really best for 
me,” Kelly said. “Maryland is a 
program that is getting better and 
better all the time, and it is close to 
home so all my family and friends 
could see me play. Nebraska is one 
of the top college football programs 
in the country, and they don’t have 
a lot of quarterback depth. The situ- 
ation really couldn’t be any better 
for me to go to a program like 
Nebraska. 

I have a lot of things to think 
over, but I have a couple of weeks 
to put things together.” 

The Cornhuskers will get their 
chance at Carlyle Holiday (6-3, 185, 
4.5) of San Antonio (Roosevelt) in 
January. Holiday is the No. 1 quar- 
terback recruit for Texas A&M, 
while Notre Dame and Syracuse 
have offered him as well. 

“T really like Texas A&M, but I 
owe it to myself to see what a great 
program like Nebraska is all 
about,” Holiday said. “I haven’t 
committed anywhere yet, and I am 
still trying to figure out which is the 
best college for me. After I go to 
Nebraska, I will know where I want 
to go.” 

The Cornhuskers have lost out 
on a couple of players they really 
wanted. Free Safety Marvyn 
Godbolt (6-2, 175, 4.5) of San 
Antonio (Taft) shocked many when 
he committed to Texas Christian 
over Nebraska, Texas A&M and 
Kansas. Running back Ja’Maine 
Billups (6-0, 195, 4.5) of Omaha 
(Central)’s selection of Iowa State 
was even more shocking to Husker 
fans. Ironically, as a former 
Nebraska player helped steer him 
away. 

“Coach (Mike) Grant was a big 
reason why I chose Iowa State,” 
Billups said. 

“It’s hard to leave Nebraska, 
especially when so many of my 
family and friends are Nebraska 
fans, but Coach Grant assured me 
that I would get to play running 
back, while Nebraska really wanted 
me as a defensive back. I want to 
play running back, and Iowa State 
has always had a good tailback. I 
just feel that Iowa State is a good 
situation for me.” 

Running back Albert Hollis of 
Sacramento (Christian Brothers), 
Calif., has eliminated Nebraska. @ 
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7 Leading rusher in 1999 
9 NU's No. 15 
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12 Big 12 Coach of the Year 
13 2000 opener 
16 Coach of the Decade 
17 Retiring defensive coordina- 


20 I-back from Canada 

24 Dave Volk's hometown 

25 Crouch's backup in 2000 

26 Chris Kelsay's hometown 

27 NU tackle granted extra year 
28 Blocked 3 field goals in 
1999 


DOWN 
2 All-Big 12 guard 
3 Started 51 consecutive 
games 


Note 
All or part of three answers for 
the Dec. 4 puzzle solution were 
missing in the January issue. 
Those answers were (26 across) 
Darlington, (20 down) Hadenfeldt 
and (24 down) Humm. 


5 NU quarterback coach 

6 NU's No. 34 

8 NU's No. 54 

11 Career total offense leader 

14 Won 3 national titles in 1990s 
15 Returned punt for TD in Fiesta 
Bowl 

18 Fiesta Bowl MVP 

19 All-Big 12 tight end 

21 2000 road opener 

22 Leading rusher in Fiesta Bowl 
23 1999 national champion 
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Stepping Aside 
Didn’t Get Any Easier 


McBride says the players probably 
meant as much to him as the game itself 


THE STORY WAS that Charlie McBride 
told Tom Osborne he was thinking serious- 
ly of retiring as the Nebraska football 
team’s defensive coordinator following the 
1997 season. 

Osborne told McBride he couldn't 
because he, Osborne, planned to retire. 

As it turns out, the story was accurate, 


> 


Mike 


although Osborne didn’t tell McBride he 
BABCOCK couldn’t step aside. Rather, he asked “if | 

would stay and help Frank (Solich),” 
McBride said. 


Solich was succeeding Osborne as head coach, and 
Osborne wanted as little disruption of the staff as possible. 
“TL didn’t even second-guess that because I fig- 
ured it was important,” McBride said in a cor- 
ner of the lobby of the Scottsdale Plaza Resort 
on the morning after the Fiesta Bowl game. 

“T mean, Nebraska means something to 
me.” 

No one could question that. No one could 
question his commitment to the program he 
has served so well for 23 years, the last 18 as 
defensive coordinator and defensive line coach. 

McBride also thought seriously about retir- 
ing after last season. But senior rover Mike 
Brown persuaded him to stay. Brown “came 
and said: ‘Coach, can you just stay until I go?’ ” 

So he reconsidered his retirement again. 
“This was a pretty meaningful group,” 
McBride explained. “I could see they were 
something special, and I wanted to be a part of 
that. 

“We didn’t win the national championship. But just 
being part of their group was probably as great of a year as 
I've ever spent coaching. I’ve had as much fun coaching 
players as I’ve ever had.” 

The truth is, McBride said the same thing after nearly 
every season. Each was the best. You would be hard- 
pressed to identify a group of players that didn’t earn a spe- 
cial place in his heart. 

His reflection on his coaching career was more a listing 
of names of those who played for him than a recounting of 
victories. “I think he’s got tremendous love for the game,” 
Solich said. 

“And he really loves his players. He used that word, and 
I think it’s accurate.” 

The 60-year-old McBride came to consider himself a 
players’ coach. 

“The players probably meant as much to me as the game 
itself,” he said. 

His first group of defensive linemen, among them Kerry 
Weinmaster, Rod Horn, Bill Barnett, Oudious Lee, Dan 
Pensick and David Clark, was “something special,” he said. 
“We're all very close friends to this day, all of us. 

“Being the first group, there were probably times when | 
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Charlie McBride was 
defensive coordinator for 
18 years. 


was really hard on them. But you go all the way from that 
first group I had back to this last group I had, it almost 
seems the same.” 

McBride would continue coaching if he could. “But I 
think he just felt like he was worn out a little bit, like he 
couldn’t do some of the things he used to do,” said Solich. 

“T tried to talk him out of it, briefly. I talked to him as 
late as maybe three or four days ago about; Are you sure 
this is what you want to do? And he confirmed it again.” 

The decision was based on health considerations and 
family. 

“The family thing is important,” McBride said. 

He declined to elaborate on the physical ailments, which 
include a severe back problem, “because it’s a private 
thing,” he said. “But the physical part of it was 
starting to become demanding.” 

That prompted him to approach Osborne 
about retiring after the 1997 season. 

“T fought through a lot of things,” said 
McBride. “And they have not ceased.” 

In marked contrast to his sometimes-gruff 
exterior, he couldn’t hide the emotional fallout 
of telling his players he was stepping aside. 
Though he seemed relaxed the morning after 
the game, and comfortable with his decision, 
he occasionally paused to compose himself as 
his voice began to crack. 

That was the case when he talked about 
junior defensive tackle Loran Kaiser, who in 
many ways is the definitive McBride player. 
“Loran felt abandoned going into his senior 
season,” said McBride. 

“T had a coach that got fired when I was a 
freshman, (the coach) that recruited me. I wanted to quit. I 
wanted to go to another school. So I know how he (Kaiser) 
felt. He felt like I betrayed him. 

“We talked. The conversation was tough for both of us. 
But I think he understands.” 

If it hadn’t been Kaiser this season, it would have been 
another player next season. 

“Next year it would be Jeremy (Slechta) and Jason Lohr,” 
McBride said. “The next year, it would be Patrick 
(Kabongo) and Junior (Tagoa’i). And it’s not only those 
kids, it’s all of them.” 

In that sense, there would be no right time to retire. 

While McBride talked with reporters, his wife Debbie 
approached, carrying a box in which there was a long-stem 
red rose. “Debbie, did you get a rose?” he asked. 

“You did, too,” she said. 

“T got a rose?” he said with surprise. 

John Reinhardt, who played for McBride in the mid- 
1980s, had sent the roses. 

“Those are the things that mean a lot,” McBride said. 

The emotion began surfacing again, softening the lines in 
a face that occasionally bore a stern countenance from the 
point of view of players and reporters alike. @ 
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